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foreign languages and especially of Persian, 1 undoubtedly 
helped him to introduce new ideas mto his poems, but the 
far-fetched metaphors and overstrained figures common to 
Persian poetry which he attempted to use in his verses, have 
made them sometimes unintelligible As we have mentioned 
m the commentary, on such occasions it is somewhat difficult 
to discover the allusions or unravel the concealed ideas, but 
faults of this kind from which he could scarcely be expected 
to abstain entirely, are by no means frequent in his poetry 
and we can suggest that he deserves our serious consideration 
as one who closely followed and improved upon the standard 
of the great writer of the age Al-Qadi al-Fadil and subsequent- 
ly influenced considerably the later poets of Egypt 



Afzal-ul-'Ulama M Abdul-Haq 
M A.DPhil, (Oxon ) 





i) In one of his odes ( -II 4*»li No 31 ) he *ays that the f Arabs are dis- 

f- 



pleased with him because of his knowledge of foreign languages 
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to those of his contemporaries Ibn Sana'al-Mulk is conscious 
of "their excellence " and m his own words " it is due to the 
spark of love he had in his heart "* He considers that " a 
true lover eventually becomes poetic in his expressions 2 " 
According to a reference in Fusus there appears to be an 
episode 3 in his life which corroborates this statement Pro- 
bably it is due to this fact that he has frequently succeeded 
in composing poems which, on the whole, are less affected, 
while his easy and graceful diction could be attributed to the 
experience he gained as a popular Muwashskak writer It is 
no wonder that the later poets of Egypt endeavoured to 
emulate his poems, but it is doubtful whether anyone except 
Baha al-Din Zuhayr succeeded in this particular aspect 4 

As w e ha\ e mentioned before, most of the defects in the 
poems of Ibn Sana'al-Mulk could be attributed to the faults 
and the unnatural tastes of the age in which he lived His 
hyperbolical panegyrics and his tendency to capricious exag- 
gerations and over strained metaphors may not easily be 
overlooked by a modern reader The enthusiasm for frequent 
allusions and the adaptation of verses and phrases from classi- 
cal poets, though customary in that age, sometimes ha\e 
led him to obscuntv and \agueness His knowledge of 



1) \ide(JI-Ulv6k° 2 7) ( 2 ) Vide(*ljJlut No 35) (3) It seems 
after the death of hv» belo\ed he wrote an eleg> and submitted it to has 
patron, AUFidil, who pohtelv suggested that the half finished dirge should 
rather remain as it was E\identlj he did not like the idea of pubhat\ 
(4) A careful comparison of the Did an of Baha al-Dm Zuhajr {581-656 
AH ) with that of Ibn Sanaal-Mulk will ie\eal that the former has 
diljgentK tried to emulate the latter throughout his work 
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on se\eial occasions {**dj ) but lit leframed from replying to 

them and thought that silence was to be preferred This 
(silence of his ) was nothing but due to his sheer inability to 
compose verges extempore and the feeling of self satisfaction 
to which he was disposed "* After this Ibn Jubarah mentions 
two specific occasions when he sent to Ibn Sana'al-Mulk 
honey and fowls accompanied by his letters containing coup- 
lets, but Ibn Sana'al-Mulk appears to have replied to his 
■\erse:> m prose and this obviously is the mam reason for Ibn 
Jubarah 's asseition that he was incapable of composing verse* 
extempore Satadi after relating this account remarks, 

" Ibn Sana'al-Mulk is not one of those who are incapable 
of returning an answer for an answer or of bandying words 
He is what he is One who is acquainted with the \*orks ot 
these two persons w ill understand that the difference betw een 
them is equivalent to the difference between brass and gold, 
and what is that in relation with this ? What I think to be 
( the reason for silence ) is that Ibn Sana'al-Mulk considered 
it below his dignit} to reply to him in \crse " 

It is hardly necessaiy to add anything to this judgment 
since it sounds quite reasonable Ibn Jubarah, though a man 
of taste and judgment, failed to make his mark as a good 
cntic T because he had some considerable prejudice agmstthe 
poet He has criticised him in some places with justice but 
with too great seventy and undoubtedly no one would be in- 
clined to support his statement in which he deems Ibn 
Sana al-Mulk no poet 

In fact his ciottc poems are in grace and punt\ , supenoi 



i) Vide Appwidiv in 
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detail a certain contemporary critic Sharf al-Dtn 'AH bin 
Ismail bin Jubarah who utilised his genius in criticising the 
poet adversely Though we have quoted him often, in the 
commentary, we have not been albe to coniirm his judgment 
uniformly His apparent disdain and anxiety to ndicul the 
poet have led him astray in more than one place He evi- 
dently exaggerates the faults found m Ibn SanS'al-Mulk's 
verse and is not prepared to gi\e him an}' credit e\en where 
he deserved it 

According to Satadi, Ibn Jubarah was an ' intelligent poet 
and giammanan " and had a '* taste for literature ' He w as 
probably four years youngei than the poet and wab one of 
the employees in the Dlwan (secretanal office ) He outlived 
the poet and died in the 5 ear 632 A H "Most probabK after 
Ibn San&'al-Mulk's death he undertook the critical btudy of 
his verse and compiled a book called Nam aUDuu fi Naqd 
al-Ski'r The book is probably lost and the onlv references 
to this work are found in Saiadi's commentary on Lamiyat 
al-Ajam l Speaking ot this book Satacll says m Waft, 

" rhebookisde\utedtohis wtupeidXion* [Mun&kkadhat) 
against Ibn Sana'al-Mulk In some of his remarks he is ex- 
cellent, while in others he needlessh endea\ours to iind fault 
where none exists In the beginning ol the book after he has 
related about Ibn Sana'al-Mulk and lowered bis rank, he sa\v 

"I had met him during nry stav at Cairo and I found him 
to be vain of his verse, wearing the necklaceb oi his peails, 
{ meaning thereby his poems ) I corresponded with him many 
a time and followed him (in nv\ letters with rhvmed verses) 

(1) We have collected all passw* quoted b\ Sahdi md leprodurul tlirm 
in qtu cornmcntai\ on tin Dnttitt 



to emulate him «i his ideas and expression But from a 
study of the DTwan, we can say that he endeavoured to 
emulate, besides, many other poets like Mutanabbi, Abii 
Tammam, Buhturi, RadT, Mihy&r and others l As we have 
earlier mentioned m the commentary, most of his Qasidahs 
are perceptibly on the model of the odes of these poets In 
the opinion of Al-Qadi al-Fadil he surpasses all his models 
Though this kind of praise one may consider fulsome to a 
great extent yet there is no denying the fact that the poet 
often emulates his models m such an excellent manner that 
he wins our admiration 

Y&qut, who was almost his contemporary, considers him 
a remarkable poet In fact Yaqut's critical estimate may be 
considered more accurate than that of Ibn Khallikan u ho is 
rather careless in his remarks when he praises any poet The 
verses m the Tashbib of the Qasidah addressed to Turanshah 
are, m Yaqut's opinion, ''enchanting' and written in u the 
simplest possible language' He considers 'most of the verse 
ot Ibn Sana'al-Mulk excellent* Ibn Hijjah and Safadl have 
copiously quoted Jrom the odeb and Ghazals of the poet, 
and praised them unstintedly , especiallv the iormer, who 
considers him to be quite 'original in thought and expression 
in more than one Tashbib Ibn Khalhkan, as is usual with 
him, is loud m praise - and quotes the opinion of ' Imad 
al-Katib to w hich we ha% e alread\ referred m the second chap- 
ter In this connexion, it would be necessary to relate in 



(i) He has tried to emulate e\en pre-Islannc poets like Tarafah, but fnls 
in bis imitation of ancic it stvle (2) It 15 strange to hnd that Haitmann m 
liis Da* Muuashshah " p 49 considers that Ibn klnlhkan docs not like the 
poet, but there does not seem to be a single word in Ibn Khalhkan * notice 
which conve\b an\ thing but his high appnaation foi tht \ei&e oi thepoit 
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meaning t* jjdl) The corruption of taste had alread> set m 
long before the fifth century and the poets had frequently 
resorted to figurative and artificial language in preference to 
graceful felicity of expression In the opinion of critics like 
Ibn Hijjah, 1 Al-Qadl al-Fadil was " the leader" of the "cong- 
regation " of those who were after such perpetual and forced 
metaphors and conceits or ambiguous words His standard 
probably remained popular with the poets for more than a 
century, and it is clear that most of his immitators frequently 
succeeded in greater deviations as they lacked his genius and 
imagination Sometimes their affectation in using pedantic 
language and introducing intricate constructions increased 
the obscurity of their verse to such a great extent that it 
became a matter o± skill to disco\er their ideas It is clear 
that it was an age in which almost all enters were fond of a 

strained and ambitious style 

Of this group of poets, Ibn Sana al-Mulk is perhaps the 
best and the foremost The faults of his age carnot easil; be 
discerned in his poems, for there is a certain charm of grace 
and ease in his compositions which render them elegant and 
facile After all he does not always aim at a phraseology 
whirh pleases by a false show of beauty He is careful m 
avoiding overstrained figures and false conceits as he himself 
declares in his letter reproduced in the comentary ( u£-^ V^ 
No i } In the spontaneity of ideas, easy flow of language, 
and hoimonious \ersificatton, he may be considered in no 
degree inferior to the poets whom he has imitated Accord- 
ing to his own assertion the poetry of Ibn Mu'taz* holds 
a special fascination for him * and he trie* as tai as pobsible 



[i) Khzanai al-Adab p 27b (2) ^ide comnuntin on [^ui ^n-JI <ub 
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The subjects of the epigrams and the descriptive poems 
are varied and many Mention may be made of a few of these 
to enable the reader to have a conception of their variety, 
though it is clear that the couplets or poems on many of these 
are too short and cryptic to permit us to offer any judgment 
on their poetical merit He writes on the flower of the pome- 
granate, lily, perfume, ventilator vtz ( Badhanj ) horse, his 
house and garden There are a few poems in which he disprais- 
es the sun, the excessive summer heat, the mole and youth 
He has disparaging remarks to make about Busra, Hamah, 
Damascus and their people, while he seems to be full of praise 
for bis own native land Several poems are devoted to the 
description of wine, wine cups and pleasure parties Some 
of the epigrams which he probably composed on various 
occasions are both interesting and witty 

His erotic poems and the Tashbib which probably won 
him the praise of his contemporaries and later critics mainly 
deal with the subjects that are common to such poets in all 
languages His Ghazals, which speak of his rapturous love are 
usually addressed m ardent tones to women who probably 
existed only in his own fancy Some of them allude to youths 
of exceptional beauty and accomplishments Owing to the 
enormous influence of Persian thought it had already become 
common to the poets to address their Ghazals and Tashbibs 
to youths of personal beauty In this respect he is not essen- 
tially different from his predecessors whom he sometimes 
closely follows and imitates 

By this time the poetical expression had lost its natural- 
ness, and had become overburdened by extravagant me ta~ 
phors, fanciful thoughts and conceits capable ot equivocal 
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coarse poems of this nature are in abundance m the works of 
various poets and have found their way into print 

The names mentioned in these satires are of little histo- 
rical value, as they appear to be of men of no social or poli- 
tical status It is quite strange that in the list of these names 
■we do not find that of any contemporary poet, though we 
know that many of them had antagonised him by their satires 
The feeling of animosity which he might have had towards 
poets like Ibn al-Munaj]im and Ibn al-S&'at! probably was 
not so great as to find expression in such coarse poems, or, it 
is possible he may not have liked to incite them to further 
action He evidently acted on the precept found in one of 
his verses which he wrote m satire about Ibn 'Uthman 1 

(JJliittNo 54) 

Do not enrage a poet ever (in your life) 

And be always afraid of the tongues of the poets 

Similar coarse poems though not satirical, are numerous 
in the Diwanm which the poet speaks of his escapades without 
any restraint or sense of shame Had it not been for the 
reasons already mentioned, these poems would not ha\ e found 
a place m the text 



(i) It is possible this person who is invariably referred to in the Ihmn as 
Ibn 'Uthman is the same who competed for office with Ibn Shukr m ^80 A H 

(vide this introduction p 36) In one of hispieces(J^JI Ajl? No 2} the name 

gi\en is " Hamzah " Maqrizi m his AL-SuMk merely mentions the name as 
Ibn 'Uthrnln, bat in anothr place ( \ ol I, p 167 ) he refers to h^ exile in the 
year 603 and characterises him as "AI-A'war" (one-eyed) In sevuii verses 
of the satires Ibn 'Uthman is referred to bv the port 1* one-eyed Hence 
it is likely that he is the same person who competed with Ibn Shuki lor 
office 
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with the general features of his Diwan and the characteristics 
of his verse To avoid repetition on our part, we shall confine 
our remarks to the poetical interest of ih&Dlwan We shall 
conclude this introduction after reproducing the statements 
and judgments of his contemporaries and critics regarding 

his poems 

The verses in the Diwan which are about 8,ooo in number 
are mainly Panegyrics and Ghazals Besides, there are some 
dirges, satires, epigrams, epistles and a few descriptive poems 
The number of poems dealing with subjects like asceticism, 
and complaint of the time, are negligibly small It would be 
needless to recapitulate what we have stated about the 
encomia and the dirges in preceding chapters, which we have 
already examined in detail The only part of the Qasidahs to 
which reference has not been made is the Tashbib, which 
probably was very important from the point of view of the 
poet and his contemporaries, although it maj not be so im- 
portant for us However we shall consider this part of the 
encomia when we discuss the merits of his erotic poems 

His satirical poems are mostly coarse and probably un- 
worthy of publication, except vulgarity there does not appear 
to be anything else in them Tf the> were included in the 
Diwan it was only to provide certain illustrations for the use 
of peculiar words and colloquial phrases There aie a number 
of new words which are used in different forms and it can be 
said that a few of them at least are quite uncommon in the 
language Ihe onlv other useful pmpose that such poems 
serve is to pro\ide some mdteiial for describing the character 
of the poet and the manners oi the society in which he lived 
My only apolog\ ior including them in the Dtwan is that 
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Various writers z have referred to this work of al-Qadi al-F&dil 
and they have given it different titles The more common 
being the" Muttyaddiddt" or the'Ta'JfpB" It is evident 
from the passage that this work was in the nature of a regular 
diary kept by Al-Qadi al-Fadil for nearly thirty -six years, and 
it is quite possible that it contained at least some reports 
submitted by Ibn Sana'1-Mulk As the death of Al-Qadi al- 
Fadil is mentioned by him m these comments it is clear that 
this book was edited sometime after 596 AH 2 and probably 
this was the last of his works excepting the Diwan of which 
we shall deal m the next chapter 

CHAPTER VI 

It will be observed that in the preceding chapter we ha^ e 
tried to give a short account of the works of Ibn Sana'al-Mulk, 
but it must be confessed that his place in the literature of 
the time does not depend on these books, for later writers 
have frequently cited him as a poet of great merit Our mam 
object in this chapter, therefore, will be to acquaint the reader 



(1) Maqnz? refers to this work in the Khita* {Vol I, Cairo ed pp 407, 413 
& 493) while writing about the events of 567, 577 &. 5S4 C H Becker m his 
article on Geschtckte 4gyptens(pp 24-25) endeavours to show a distinction 
between Mutajaddidat and Taliqat, whereas in Ency of Islam (Vol 2, p 
607) it is considered to be an " official Journal " which Al-Qadi al-Fadil was 
editing It is more appropriate to call it a ' diary " than a j ournal (2) Itis 
apparent from the introduction as well that Al-Qadi al-Fadil had died befoie 
the book was edited Hie complimentary epithets and the praise bestowed 
on the memory of Al-Qadi al-Fadil clearly show the immense regard the 
poet had for the vizier It is quite inexplicable why the poet did not write 
any elegy for Al-Qadi al-Fadil, especially when he could pay such a tribute 
to him in his book without any fear of the displeasure of Al- [ Adil and 
Ibn Shukr 
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that this book was prepared most probably on the lines indi- 
cated by Al-Fadal, as we find it is often quoted by Maqrlzl 
in bis Kfotat especially when he writes about the Fatimides l 
We do not possess any definite evidence to show whether Ibn 
Sana 1 al-Mulk ever carried out the instructions of his patron, 
as he mentions nothing about this to his comments on the 
letter 

On the other hand there is sufficient evidence in Fmils to 
state that the poet used to send long reports about happenings 
in Egypt and other places, so that they might form part 
of the ' Diary ' of Al-Qadi al-Fadil Commenting on one of 
the letters he says, "He(may God bless him) had asked me 
to relate to hirn strange news and happemngs m remote coun- 
tries and distant lands, so that they may be appended to 

his tract (notes) in which he wrote everything about fresh 
events as they happened day by day or even hour by hour 
He had a separate treatise for each year which commenced 
with the beginning of the year and ended at its close He 
( may God bless him ) informed me that he commenced this 
work from the year 560 A H , and ( it continued ) till his death 
on the 7th night of the month of RabTU m the year 596 A H , 



(1) Maqnzi m his Klu'ai (\ol I, pp 390-487 Cairo ed 1270 ) copiously 
quotes from this book In these pages he refers to the work more than a 
dozen times Further the striking similarity between Maqrizi's chapters on 
this subject and the detailed plan of Al-Qadi al-Fadil is \ery significant 
His indebtedness to Tankh al-Mdmum is obviously much more than what 
is apparent from his references to this work The book uas probabh 
lost after Maqrizi made use of it, as \\t hardh find an\ reference to it in 
Al-Qalqashandi 
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full title of this work Fus&s al-Fusfd wa'Uq&d al-UqBl is 
probably the name that the author himself had suggested 
In the introduction to this work he informs us that he has 
divided the book into two parts The first comprises the 
letters of the author written to Al-Qadi al-Fadil and his 
replies to them, while the second part contains only letters 
written by Al-Fadil about the poet to his father and Al-Qadi 
al-Ashraf The second part of this work is extant m manus- 
cript as we have already mentioned in the first chapter of 

the introduction 

These letters are quite useful in this respect that most of 
them are connected with subjects of a few important poems 
in the Dlwan If they do not give us much detailed infor- 
mation concerning the poet's life, they render us more fami- 
liar with certain events mentioned in the poems We have 
amply quoted from these letters m the commentary of the 
Dlwan to enable the reader to obtain an idea of the poet's 
own estimate of his works We learn from these letters that 
he was asked by A3-Qadi al-Fadil to go through certain 
important sections of Tankh al-Mdwiftm which was being 
prepared by Jamal al-Mulk (Musa) Ibn al-Mamun al-Bata'ihi 
(d 588 AH ! ) and make therein some useful suggestions 
It seems that Al-Qadi al-Fadil had asked Jamal al-Mulk to 
proceed with the work of compiling a history of the Fatimides 
and had even suggested a detailed plan of the work as the 
letter (reproduced in appendix II) clearly shows It is e\ ident 



1) The additions are from Maqnzi s Al-Sitluk (\ol I,p 3) His full 
name as appears in Maqnzi's Khitat is Jamal al-Din, \bu 'All Musa bin 
al-Mamun Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad bin Fatik bin Mukhtar al-Bata'ihi 
{KhttatVol I, p 390 Cairo ed 1270) 
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book named Masa'id al-Shawand (traps for the runaways 1 ) 
Little is known about the subject or contents of this treatise, 
save that, after its completion, it roused 'AH bin Al-Sa'ati to 
write this ditty reviling the author on his production 

I considered the compilation of Al«Sa ( id {Ibn Sana'al-Mulk) 
and verily I am a critic of men like him 

Many a current verse of wisdom the book contains and 

many an unusual proverb is trapped thereby About the 

wonders of the sea there are tall stones, but the most wonder- 
ful of all is that of a ' frog ' being an ' angler ' { Sa'id ) 

The name of the book and the verses hardly suggest any- 
thing beyond the fact that it contained some unusual verses, 
expressions and proverbs 2 A reference to this book is found 
in the Fusus Ibn Sana'al-Mulk, speaking of his long letter 
to Al-Qadi al-Fadil about the serious illness he suffered from 
sore eyes, says that the letter is completely reproduced in his 
book, Ma$a r id al-Shawand In these circumstances it is hardly 
possible to suggest anything definite about the contents of 

this work 

The only other work of the poet that remains to be 
examined is the edition of the letters of Al-Qadi al-Fadil 
with his explanatory notes, comments and introduction The 



(r) It may even mean "the traps for unusual expressions '* (2) It is 

interesting to note that '\bdul Qadir bin 'Umar al-Baghdadi (1030-1093 
AH ) in his book hhizanat al-Adab ( Vol I p 282) speaks of one book by 
•n&mtKitab al-Adab by one Ibn Sana 1-Mulk bin Shams al-Khilafab (?) 
winch' consists of many verses and hemistichs mostly attributed to the earlier 
and laterpoets The \ erses which exceed two thousand in number are traced 
to their composers and the hemistichs are correctly complemented 
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It is obvious that his Muwashshahat h%d found favour with 
the public long before Al-Fadil returned to Cairo from Syria 
One of the three Muwashshahat reproduced in Fusils is of 
special interest to us, as it has for its Kharjat ( sortie ? ) a 
persian verse Commenting on this Ibn Sana'al-Mulk says, 
" From the time I began to take interest m the composi- 
tion of Muwashshahat I a\ oided the method of the Egyptians 
■who used to borrow Kharjat from those of the Westerners 
Whenever I composed a Muwashshah I did not borrow the 
Kharjat from others, but I used to devise and originate one 
for myself, as I did not like the idea of borrowing I followed 

the method of the Westerners ( m the composition of the 
Muwashshahat ) , reached the goal that they had arm ed at , 
invented metres, which they had not realised And hardly 
anything of their accomplishments remained, which I had not 
accomplished my self,exceptthe £ foreignKharjat/their Kharjat 
used to be in the language of the Berbers and when it so 
happened that I learnt persian, I composed this Muwashshah 
and similar ones and made their Kharjat from persian instead 
of taking them from the Berber language " 

The passage translated here reveals that Ibn Sana'al-Mulk 
had devised a few new metrical forms for the Muwashshahat 
and was the first to use the Kharjat from the persian language 
His intense desire to deviate from the beaten track, and to find 
a new path for himself is quite apparent, and relying on the 
evidence that we possess, we can state that his remarkable 
book Day al-Tiraz is of great value and to a considerable 
extent deserved the praise bestowed upon it by Al-Qadi 
al-Fadil 

The list of the poet's works as gi\ en by Saiadi includes a 
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complete Muwashshcthdt of the Western writers, to which he 
has alluded in the treatise The third section of the book as has 
already been mentioned consists of the MuwashskahSt com- 
posed by him on the model, of those which are reproduced in 
the second section of this book It is evident that the book 
is the first of its kind regarding the technique and metrical 
forms of the Muwashshahat and it is but natural that Al-Qadi 
al-Fadil expressed his appreciation of the work in glowing 
terms The last Qasidah ( J.I -uli No 35) which the poet 
composed in praise of his patron contains allusions to this 
effect 

There are besides a few noteworthy facts about the 
Muwashshahat in the Fusils which are not mentioned by 
Hartmann, as he does not seem to have made use of this 
book, we learn from it that long before 589 A H his 
Muwashshahat had gamed such popularity that there was 
hardly a place where some of his Muwashshahat were not sung 
In his own words 'the (wine) cups went round and round on 
its melody, uhi]e people tore their clothes (m ecstasy), it was 
recited with the modulation ol voice by men and women, 
while the young and old sang it in sweet quavering tones, 
and it was considered worth presenting to a friend while it 
served the purpose of greetings among companions ' 

He further informs us that on the occasion of marriage 
entertainments and pleasure parties and even m the assem- 
blies of the ' Sufis" his Muwashshahat were sung He 
describes in an exaggerated manner how people go crazy over 
the music of his compositions and then, quite modestly, 
submits to Al-Qadi-al-Fadil that the sole reason of their 
popularity is the fact that 'they are bedecked with the name 

of his patron J 
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the Maghrib! writers, while the third consists of the 
Mumashshahat of the poet himself It is needless to write 
here in detail about Ibn Sana' al-Mulk as a Muwashakah writer 
since the subject has already been treated in a masterly way 
by Hartmannm his hook Das Mnwashsah However, it would 
be useful to give a few general facts about this work to enable 
the reader to form an idea of the importance of this book 

In the introduction, the poet, after describing in detail 
the charm of this particular form of verse, states categorically 
that there does not exist any book dealing with the technique 
of Muwashshah After years of careful study of the 
Muwashshahat of Maghnbi writers, he found himself in a 
position to evolve certain principles regarding their metre and 
composition He discusses at great length the various classi- 
fication of theMuwashshcthat and illustrates the different metres 
and forms quoting from the famous Spanish Miiwashshdh 
wnteis He further states that there are some forms whose 
technique could not be perfected, as they entirely depend on 
the notes of the musical instruments Such forms, in the 
opinion of the poet, can onlv depend on the taste and the 
dexterity of the composer as well as his knowledge of the 
art of Music He, then, speaks of himself as one who proceeds 
on an untrodden path without a guide and expects the reader 
to overlook his errors, as he neither learnt this art from a 
master nor was acquainted with it through a \isit to Spain 
the home of Muwashshahat T 

In his introduction, he has given illustrations wherever 
they are necessary, and at the end has reproduced the 



(i) Hortmann in his Das Muwashshah has translated a few rele-^attt 
passages trom the introduction ipp 50-34 ) 
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the death of Al-Qadi al-Fadil is the collection of his 
Muwashshahfit (roundelays) Mttujaskshah, as is well known, 
is essentially Western ( Maghrib I ) m its origin The Arab poets 
of Spain and Western Africa had invented this form of verse 
primarily with the object of providing suitable songs which 
can be sung to the accompaniment of their musical instru- 
ments Though at first it started as a popular form of verse, 
yet soon it attracted the attention of both Western and 
Eastern poets It is generally accepted that the Muwashshah 
waters oi Spain and Western Africa were by far supenoi in 
the excellence of this art to their fellow poets of the Eastern 
countries Ibn Khaldun m his prolegomena speaking of the 
relative merits of the Eastern and Western poets in this parti- 
cular art clearly states that the Mwwashshakat of the Eastern 
writers are full of affectations and are almost devoid of the 
naturalness and grace peculiar to the Muwashshahat of the 
Western writers In his opinion IbnSm&'a\-]Aulk' sMuwashshah 
could be considered as the best of the Mnzvashshahaf of the 
Ea stern waters According to him that particular Mmcashshah 
became popular m East and West alike J 

This work of Ibn Sana'al Hulk is generally known by its 
name Dai al-Tira? Besides the D%wan and Fusus this is 
his onl\ othei book uhich is extant - It can be di\ided 
into three sections, the first section is a iairl5 long introduc- 
tion the second contains some important Mmvashshakat of 



(I) Ibn Khaldun Vol r p 524 Ihe opening line* of this Mmtashskah 
an qouttd b\ him li 1* leprothuerl m 4.1-11 avtet al-Adahmih by 
MMusafi \0l2p1hcj \i^ Biorkdmcnn mentions that Lnpus of it are at 
Leid, Pet AM and Caw i hd\e consulted the Cairo MS for tht purpose 
of this note 

46 



that he was very much impressed by the works of Al-Jabiz 
(d 255 A H ), a careful study of some of whose books so 
fascinated him tha t he undertook to abridge Kiiab aUHayawan 
( The Book of Animal) He secured a manuscript copy of the 
same, wherein the notes were wntten by the author himself 
and proceeded with a study of the work He gave it the 
quaint title, RUh al-Hayawan (The Spirit ol Animal J The 
book was primarily intended for the use of his son zU-Qadi 
al-A'azz Abul-Hasan 'All Alter the completion of the work 
he wrote a long letter to Al-Qadi al-Fadil in which he made 
mention of the remarkable influence of the works of Jahiz on 
the later writers such as Ibn al- f Amid, Abu Hayyan al-Tawhldi, 
and Al-Wazir Abul Qasim-al-Maghnbi Al-Qadi al-Fadil 
welcomed this attempt of the poet and persuaded him to 
proceed with the abridgement of Al-Baydn wal Taby'in and 
other similar literary works of the same author But it is not 
definitely known whether the suggestion was ever put into 
practice 

Encouraged by his patron, he further proceeded to prepare 
a selection of the poems of Ibn Rashlq al-Qayrawani From 
one of the letters, it is apparent that this selection was made 
and sent to Al-Fadil with a critical note appended to it AI« 
QadI al-Fadil's anxiety to make the poet a good writer is 
evident from the fact that during the latter's stay in Syria 
he undertook to guide him in compiling a selection of the 
poems of Ibn al-Rum! It is obvious from the available 
correspondence that this work was never finished, though the 
wazir in his letter pressed him to proceed \\ ith the unfinished 
work 

One of the most important and original works ot Ibn 
Sana'al-Mulk which was probably completed shortly before 
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named " Al-Jamal " which was the gift of Ibn Shukr If it is 
true then it may refer to a second accident of this kind We 
already know that he had a serious accident sometime 
before 589 A H , when Al-Qadi al-Fadil was living in Syria 
It seems as though Ibn Sana'al-ftTulk had a peculiar habit of 
involving himself in serious accidents while ndmg on mules 
In view of the information we have before us, it is evident 
that the unsupported statement of Nurud-Dm, f AH binSa'id 
al-Maghnbi is not consistent with facts as they are The verses 
that Safadi has quoted in order to prove the statement were 
probably responsible for creating such a misconception about 
the poet's religious views, and therefore the only conclusion 
to which one can arrive is that the poet belonged to the Sunni 
Sect and w as most probably a follower of the ShSf 1*1 doctrines 

CHAPTER V 

From the preceding chapters it will be observed that our 
main endeavour has been to collect a few details concerning 

the poet's life from the Diwan and his letters In this respect 
the biographical notices as given by Yaqut, Ibn Khalhkan and 
Safadi have not been of considerable help to us, for, as we 
have seen, the information given by these writers, besides 
being meagre, is at times, misleading Therefore, in some 
places it was found advisable to rely on independent evidence 
collected from the Dtwan and Fusils al-Fusul rather than 
accept certain statements made by any one of these biogra- 
phers Here we propose to give some information about the 
poet's works in prose and verse relying solely on his book 
which are extant, foi the biographers have little to say in 
this respect beyond recording mere names of a few of them 

From Ibn Sana'al-Mulk's statement in Fusus we learn 
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whom were staunch Siinnis 

Taking all these facts into consideration, it would not be 
a mere conjecture to say that the verses reproduced by Safadi 
were probably composed by poets who, being jealous of Ibn- 
Sana'al-Mulk's prosperity, indulged m baseless attacks on 
him This idea is further strengthened by the fact that Ibn- 
al-Sa'ati, like Ibn al-Munajjim, satirised the poet in another 
ditty ( quoted in the following chapter ) under the nickname 
of ' ' the frog ' ' Saf adi m his note on the controversial Qasldah 
addressed to Al-Mahk al-Mu'azzam Turanshah describes the 
behaviour of the jealous poets in the following manner - 

"I say, he who considered him (the poet) ignoble has 
treated him unjustly and he who verified him has sought an 
occasion to make him distressed But this is owing to the 
jealousy which is innate m vicious dispositions 

It is said that when Ibn Sana'al-Mulk was informed of 
the satirical verses of 'AH bin al-Sa'ati, he composed the 
following couplet - 

" ( when ) I w as told that ' Ali ( Ibn al-Sa'ati ) had unjustly 
satirised me, I said, let us excuse the meanness of that ignoble 
fellow It is impossible for him not to have satirised me as 
he is accustomed to satirise every great person " 

Curiously enough this couplet, attributed to Ibn Sana al- 
Mulk, cannot be traced to any of the manuscript copies of 
the Dvwan at our disposal and as such it is difficult to decide 
v hether one can accept the statement of Saf adi in this respect 

In this connection it w ould be interesting to note that the 
verses of Ibn al-Sa'ati speak of an accident which could have 
happened only after the year 596 A H , as they refer to the mule 
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(merry songs ) x 

It is evident that m this verse he dissociates himself from 
the group of the Shi'ah who used to celebrate the loth of 
Muharram as a day of mourning* and expresses his dislike 
as well, to the idea of converting it into a day of gaiety This is 
exactly the view that the Sunnis hold about the day of 
'Ashura' 

Moreover it seems inconceivable that any 'fanatical Shi I* 
poet could have received honours at the hands of Saladin and 
his successors in Egypt who were pronounced enthusiasts of 
Shafi'i's doctrines As a matter of fact Saladm, having term- 
mated the rule of the Fatimide dynasty, was rather suspicious 
of those who had Shi'ite tendencies, for he was afraid of their 
conspiracies to restore the Shi' ah rule in Egypt We are 
informed that the famous poet of the age, 'Umarah al-Yamanl, 
though a Shafi'ite, had to ascend the gallows for participating 

m a conspiracy against Saladm with the object of restoring 
the Shi'ah rule 'Umarah's open sympathy for the Shi'ah 
rulers has led some of the chroniclers into the belief that he 
was a confirmed Shi'i while Ibn Khali lkan seems to be anxious 
to disprove it a Thus it is evident that a Shi £ i poet, and 
especially one who was "very lanatical" m his view, could 
not have been patronised by the rulers and their wazir all of 



i) Maqrizi m hit, Khifaf sa^s that during the Fatimide rule the day of 
'A^hura 1 was a da^ of mourning (Oji-' pjj ) when the Shi'ali used to 
obsene mourning foi Husa^n, the grandson of the Prophet, who was 
murdeied at Karbala (6r \ H ) while aiter the occupation of Egypt by 
tl-e Turks the Syrian influence converted it into a 'day of merriment' 
Manj people did not like the ides of gaiety on that dav [Kfctiat "VoJ i, 
pp 430&490) {2) 'Oumarsh Du Yemen by Hartwi^ Derenbourg "\ ol n t 

PP 54fr» 56o &, 628 
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are (named) 'AH and 'UthmSn, may God forbid 'AH and 
'Uthm&n (meaning the Caliphs) 

If they have adopted the names of the nobles, (that does 
not improve their status ) for we have seen many a Jew 
named as Solomon ** 

It is obvious that a Shi'I \s ould have endeavoured to avoid 
the contingency of placing 'Uthman ( the third Caliph ) m the 
same category with 'AH 

There are besides two verses in the Diwan which indicate 
that he was a Sunni Speaking of Al-Qadi al-Fadil and the 
love he has for him he says, 

" In my love for him I have become like one who courts 
death ( Mutashayyi' l or like a Shi'i),0, (where is) he who 
ever saw a sunni becoming a Shi'i (m his love) " 

In this verse he declares himself to be a Sunni with one 
characteristic of the Shi'ah which is their excessive love for 
their Imam But in this case the excessive love he has is for 
his patron Al-Qadi al-Fadil and not for the Imam of the 
Shi'ah 

In another Qasidah ( JjJI ±& No 38 ) speaking about the 
day of 'Ashura' (10th of Muharram) he says - 

"It is a day m which, or with which every Shi' I and Sunni 
remains displeased Though I belong to those (group of men) 
who do not wail on this day yet verily, I do not sing 

(1) The word Mutashayyi' has two meanings and one of the peculiarities 
of the age ttas to use ambiguous words for the purpose of * j jd\ Here 
the obvious meaning of the word is to become Shi'i but the poet intends to 
take the other meaning which I have stated Lane on the authority of 
Taj-al-'Avus grves tins meaning 
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which was written bv Ibn Sana'al-Mulk, we find him praising 
the companions of the Prophet, both the 'refugees' (Muhajirin) 
and the 'Helpers' (Ansar) 1 without any reservation whatsoever 
Further It does not make any mention of 'All or the other 
Imams of his house Ordinarily an orthodox Shi'I would not 
have praised the companions of the prophet and failed to 
mention the names of 'All and the other Imams We have 
already seen that Ibn Sana'al-Mulk attended the assemblies 
of Al-Hafiz Abu Tahir al-Salafi at Alexandria and learnt 
Hadith from him Al-Salafi, as is well known, was a great 
scholar of the Shafi'ites and it is rather significant to find that 
the poet praised Al-Salafi in his Qasidah ( A\ isfe No 16 ) in 
a manner which an orthodox Shi'I would never have done 
He frankly addresses him as 'the Ka'ba of Islam', 'the banner 
of learning', 'the best guide', ' the best ImSm ' and 'the 
regenerator of the Shari'ah of the prophet ' These epithets 
and especially the last but one are such as a Shi'I would have 
hesitated to use in an encomium addressed to the follower of 
Shaft' I 

Moreover, while praising Saladin's nephew, Al-Mahk al* 
Muzaffar f Umar bin Shahmshah, his reverent reference to 
'Umar, the second Caliph, is, of course undoubtedly alien to 
the spirit of a Shi'I He considers Al-Malik al-Muzaffar 
praiseworthy f for restoring the true path of his namesake' 
{ meaning thereby 'Umar, the second Caliph ) and possessing 
the character of 'Umar 

Further in one of his couplets m which he satirises one 
Ibn 'Uthman [Oj^ ^ No 37) he says, 

''According to his assertion, his father and grandfather 
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from it and he deserves such a fall Say to him/may God 
not raise him from his fall and may he not get any dnnk from 
the (extremities of the) pounng clouds 

Owing to your innate disposition you hated the Mother of 
the faithful (meaning thereby * Ayesha, the wife of the prophet, 
whom the Shi'ah hate) and did not like her father (meaning 
Abu Bakr the first Caliph) so you have had this shock of 
'AI-JamaT (the Camel) * 

Safadi further relates that the following verse was com- 
posed about Ibn Sana'al-Mulk - 

' You hated all Abu Bakrs 2 and even the son of Ayyub , 
and may your hands be full of dust for this ( hatred of yours ) ' 

According to Safadi these verses establish beyond doubt 
the fact that Ibn Sana J al-Mulk was a Shi'i 

Before we proceed further, it would be worthwhile to 
examine this statement with reference to certain other 
points which we can easily collect from the Dvwan and other 
independent sources It is rather strange that Ibn-Khalhkan, 
Yaqut and Abul-Fida ha\ e neither mentioned any thing about 
the beliefs ol the poet nor stated to what particular sect he 
belonged The only direct information on this point is in 
the first folio of the Rampui Ms ^here the poet is stated 
to belong to the Shafi'i sect 3 But it is evident that the state- 
ment, probably added by the scribe, is not of great value 
In the opening lines of the introduction to Fusils al-Fusftl 



i) The battle in which ' \\esha fought against ' \h the fourth Caliph is 
often known as the Battle ol the famel' (2) Al-Mahk al'Vdil's surname 
was also Abu Bakr 
(3) t U-U ^sUI U tf^H iiUi ,U ^L oj^xil . r w O 1 ^ 
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had been remarkably successful in securing the favour of the 
Court 

The poet addressed only one ode to Al-Mahk al-Kamil the 
son of Al'Adil It appears as though the young prince had 
a liking for him In the year 606 AH, we are informed, 
Al-Mahk al-KSmil offered him the complete charge of the 
Military Office (DtwSn al-Jaish) but by this time the poet had 
grown old He did not consider himself to be in a position 
to undertake such heavy responsibilities He politely declined 
the offer and addressed a suitable ode containing three verses 
( ^ajJI 4^15 No 3) to AI-Halik ai-Kamil praying to be excused 
According to one reference m the THwan these were the last 
three verses that he composed before his death on the 4th 
of Ramadan m 608 A H Thus it is e\ ident that he spent 
the greater part of his life in ease and comfort as he was well 
rewarded by the ruling members of the Ayyubiyah dynasty 
Yaqut, Ibn KhalhkSn and Safadi are unanimous on this 
point It is quite probable he did not experience any troubles 
in his life, and if there were any at all thev were to a great 
extent due to his jealous enemies and fellow poets who en^ led 
him for his prosperous and successful life 

Safadi relates on the authority ot Nurud-Din ' All bm-Sa f id- 
al-Maghnbi (d 673 A H ) that the poet was a fanatical { Ghali ) 
shi'i He fuither quotes three \erses of Abul-Hasan 'AH bin 
Rustum known as Ibn-al-Sa'ati (d 604 \ H ) in support of this 
statement It is said that Ibn Sana' al-Mulk fell down from 
an extraordinarily taUmulecalled'AJ-Jamal' (the Camel), and 
Ibn al-^a'at! on this occasion x^rote the following - 

They said that Al-Sa'id (Ibn Sana' al-Mulk) courageously 
attempted to ride upon his untamed mule and then slipped 
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patron and, as mentioned before, he had addressed him an 
ode in the year 577 AH It is quite probable that some of 
the numerous poems which we find in the Diw&n addressed to 
him may have been composed some time before 597 A H It 
was after all not very difficult for bim to win the sympathy 
of the new Sultan but he might have experienced certain 
obstacles in securing the patronage of the new wazir It is 
not certain whether he had already established good relations 
with Ibn Shukr by submitting encomia to him even before 
he became wazTr in the year 596 A H Among the eleven 
poems addressed to this personage, there is only one ( A\ ia£ 
No 24 } m which we do not find any direct reference to his 
being a wazir If we do not consider this omission as due to 
oversight, then the only explanation is that the poem was 
written before he assumed his office as the wazir Whatever 
may have been the nature of the poet's relations with Ibn Shukr 
before this date, it is a fact that he soon found favour 
with him and even secured his patronage before long Only one 
Qasidah (*Ul h& No 40) gives the date of its composition as 
601 A H , while the rest are undated, yet it is quite certain 
that they were written between 597 & 606 AH As usual 
there is hardly any thing of historical interest in these poems 
and most likely they were composed on different occasions 
either to pay compliments to the wazir or to get from him 
some rewards From one of these poems we learn that the wazir 
had given hima fairly tall mule named" Al-Jamal" (theCamel) 
and the poet thanked him for his kind gift in a Qasidah 
( fift\ oft No 25 ) Another ode ( J\aH i*\S No 39) speaks of 
the several robes of honour (khil'at) bestowed on him by the 
Sultan through the wazir's recommendation, and through 
these facts we are in a position to understand that the poet 

37 



Shortly after AI-Mahk al-'Adil settled down as an indepen- 
dent ruler of Egypt, he appointed Safi-al-Din 'Abdullah bin 
'Alt as his wazir The new wazir, who was commonly known 
as Ibn Shukr, was haughty and revengeful He had a 
grievance against the late wazir Al-QadS al-Fadil who was 
reported to have contemptuously described him as one not 
worth mentioning According to Maqrlzl, 1 Ibn Shukr 
competed foi some high office with one Ibn 'Uthman, and 
finally suceeded in his attempt, as we find him in charge of 
the offices ( Dawawin ) in the year 580 A H Seven years 
later when Saladin transferred the fleet to the control of Al- 
Malik al-'Adil, Ibn Shukr was taken over by the latter into 
the marine department - From that date he continued 
to be m his service and gained considerable influence over his 
master It is reported that Ibn Shukr used to confess that 
he had all his desires fulfilled, excepting one, which was to see 
the late Al-Qadi al-Fadil dance attendance upon him Ibn 
Shukr's revengeful spirit could not allow him to leave the son 
of the late wazir unmolested and \\ e are informed that Al-Qadi 
al-Ashraf had to get a special recommendatory note from the 
Caliph at Baghdad 3 to sa\ e his skin Even after this he could 
not escape from the indignities which the new wazir hurled 
upon him Such being the circumstances, it is quite possible 
Ibn Sana'al-Mulk u ould have found himself m a very awk\s ard 
position had he lived 

The poet seems to have adjusted himself, accordingly to 
the changed order of things Al-Malik al-'Adil was already his 

ill AiSutetkVo] I, p 8S a) ±i-Svluk "\ol 1, pp 107-108 (3) Maqrizis 
Khitat \o\ 2, p 372, 6- Al-Khitat-al- \ adidah bj Ah Mubarak Vol 2, 
PP 57-5&. and Appendix i\ 
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that we find him apologising to Al-Sadld 1 { d 592 A H }for the 
delay 111 composing an elegy on the death of hi* son Al-Sadid 
was one of the royal physicians and probably was very 
sensitive to this breach of etiquette on the part of the poet, 
who immediately tried to placate him by submitting an 
apologetic dirge Thus it is evident that Ibn Sana'al-Mulk 
did not freely indulge tn composing elegies and if at all he 
wrote any it was only when he had strong reasons for doing so 

CHAPTFR TV 

The occupation of Egypt by Al-Mahk al-'Adil and the 
termination of the rule of Al-Mahk al-Afdal probably created 
a delicate situation for Ibn Sana 1 al-Mulk Hitherto he had 
enjoyed the continuous patronage of Al-Qadl-al-Fadil who, 
m his later years, was not on good terms with the new ruler 
of Cairo It is said that he was so afraid of Al-'Adil that he 
wished for his death before the latter entered the city gates 
triumphantly It appears that death was kind him for he 
suddenly died just a week before the city was surrendered to 
Al-'Adi],* and thus escaped the indignities which he so much 
feared 



(1) Tahaqat Ibn Ab! 'Usaibi'ah Vol n, p 109 gives a biographical notice 
of Al-Sadid 

(2) Taghnbardi gives the date of the entry of Al-'Adil in Cairo as the 13th 
of Rabf 11 [Al-Nuffim Vol 6, p 162) and states on page 157 that he 
entered by one gate, while the funeral of Al-QadI al-Fadil was taken out 
from the other gate, while Maqrizl in his khitat Vol 2, p 266 gives it as 
the 17th of Rabi'll, but obviously these dates are not correct as we are m- 
fromed by Ibn Sana'al-Hulk that Al-Fadil died on the 7th of Rabi'll of the 
same year This is confirmed by Al-Raudatayn Vol z, p 241 Maqrizl in 
AlSumtiso gives it as the 7th Rabi'll Vol 1, p 153 \ tde Deslane Yol 2 
P 114 
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risks by displeasing them What one fails to understand is 
his extraordinary act of omission in not composing any elegy 
even on the death of Saladin, an event which was universally 
lamented Of the twenty dirges m the Dtwdn five are dedicat- 
ed to his femate slave and to his beloved, four to his parents 
and grandfather and eight to his friends Of the remaining 
three elegies one was composed in 582 AH at the lamen- 
table death of Al-Sharif Abu al-Qasim 'Abd al-Rahman al- 

Halabl who, apparently was one of the teachers of the poet 
His name is mentioned m the letters, as well as, in the 
context of a certain theological discussion which he had 
with Musa bin Abi 'Imran, the head of the Jewish community, 

and it seems the notes that the poet took on this occasion 
were amplified later and sent to AI-Fadil during his stay at 
Syria Another poem is not a dirge m the strict sense of the 
wordasitmerelyconsolesAl-As'adBmMammati(d 606A H ) 

on the death of his Christian mother Ibn Mammati was con- 
vered to Islam during the time of Saladin while his mother 
preferred to remain a Christian The poet consoles As'ad 
on the occasion of the bereavement and justifies his mourn- 
ing for the death of his heretic mother by quoting that the 
prophet himself wept on the death ef his uncle Abu Tahb, 
though the latter had not accepted Islam We are informed 
that As'ad held the position of supervisor of the secretarial 

offices (Nazir-al-Dawa win) and hence naturally Ibn Sana'al- 
Mulk considered it necessary to please him by presenting him 
this poem 

The suggestion already made about this remarkable trait 
of the Poet's character is further strengthened by the fact 
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various personages some of whom are familiar figures, while 
the others are hardly mentioned m any of the Chronicles 
To Al-Mahk al-Zahir, the ruler of Hamah two poems (*\J\ utt 
No 4 & f^il «U£ No 36) are addressed, and one poem is in 
praise of a certain personage named Al-Qadi al-As'ad who 
probably held some important position during this time 
He was the son of the famous Qadt ' Abd al-' Aziz bin al-Habbab 
who was known as Al-Qadi al-Jalis (d 561) because of his 
constant companionship of the Caliphs of the Fatimide 
dynasty T A ditty ( J.1 i*& No 47) is addressed to Al-Rais 
Musa bin Abi-'Imran, 2 the famous ]ewish ( Maimonides ) 
scholar and physician of the day Other personages men- 
tioned in the poems were probably not men of emmence and 
it is possible they may have been his close friends about whom 
no useful information could be given 

The death of Al-Qadi al-Fadil practically brings us to the 
close of this chapter, but it would be worth while to note here 
a few facts about the dirges that are found in the Diwan since 
almost all of them may have been composed before 596 A H 
It is strange to find that the poet is obviously reluctant to 
compose elegies unless he is forced to do so either by circums- 
tance 01 by a burning desire to give vent to his own feelings 
and true sentiments Probably it is due to this peculiar 
trait of his charecter that we find that his elegies are mostly 
about his parents, relations and close fnends One can 
understand his failure to write elegies on his patrons, Al-Mahk 
al-'Aziz and Al-Qadi al-Fadil Their successors would not 
have liked the idea and the poet was not prepared to take 



II) Taghribardi's Al-Nitjum Vol v, pp 292 & 371 (2) Tabaqat-lbn Abi 
Usaibi'ah Vol 2, p 117 
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about 591 AH , f or we are informed that in the self-same 
year he renounced his pleasures and took to a strict religious 
mode of life. 1 It is further evident from one of these poems 
( +$\ isla No 32 ) that when Al-Afdal was in Syria he wa s in 
correspondence with the poet, and, on one occasion, the latter 
was actually called to Syria Ibn Sana'al-Mulk seems to 
have obeyed the order and proceeded to Syria as the ode 
( *1 )\ ij\S No 45 ) addressed to him on this occasion indicates 
There is one Qasidah (JljJI^U\a No 2) in the Dtwan which 
presents a rather knotty problem In two of the Mss 

(t> & <3> ) the ode is addressed to Al-Malik aPAziz while m 
another m the Bodleian, it is put down as an encomium on 
Al-Malik al-Afdal In the latter Ms we find a few extra 
verses, which are not found in the other two Mss These 
verses speak of the godly life of the patron to whom they are 
addressed and thus it is apparent that they describe Al-Afdal 
rather than f Al-'Aziz It is quite probable that the poem was 
originally intended for A V Aziz but his sudden death which 
brought Al-Afdal on the scene, might have made the poet 
change his poem suitably in order that it could be presented 
to the new ruler 

However, Al-Afdal's regency was short lived, as Al-'Adil 
displaced him very soon in 596 A H Al-Afdal was forced to 
leave Egypt for Mayyafariqin and subsequently to Sumaisat 
where he spent the rest of his life It is unlikely that after 
this event the poet would have addressed any poem to Al- 
Afdal as he does not appear to have any gieat respect for the 
fallen stars 

There are besides some odes and ditties addressed to 

(1) TaghitbardI - vol 6, p 123 
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father's successor, it is hardly possible that Ibn SanS'al-Mulk 
would have taken the risk of displeasing the wazlr m power 

As has been already mentioned, Ibn Sana'al-Mulk com- 
posed some encomia to the sons of Saladin after their father's 
death Among the eight odes which are addressed to Al-Rlahk 
al-'Aziz there are only three whose dates could be fixed with 
some certainty One of these ( A\ hfe No 46) was composed 
in 592 A H , when the Asadiah (the slaves of Asad al-Dln 
Sherkoh) had deserted him in favour of Al-Malik al-Afdal l 
Another (»\)\ i*£ No 2) was probably despatched to him at 
Damascus, after he had relieved the fortress of Tibnin (594 
A H ) from the threatened attack of the combined forces of 
the Christians 3 The third ode (A\ i^lS No 23 ) was probably 
submitted after his successful return from this expedition in 
the middle of the year 594 A H 

A few months later when Al-'Aziz died of an accident 
during a hunt, Al-Malik al-Afdal came to Cairo, for, the nobles 
had mvited him to be their ruler, as regent to the young son 
of Al-Mahk al-'Aziz The poet seems to have addressed as 
many as eleven odes to Al-Afdal, though it is quite obvious 
that some of them, at least, were composed before 595 A H 
The lack of any historical allusions in the poems and the 
stereotyped nature of the compliments make it difficult to 
fix the dates of their composition with any degree of 
accuracy One of these (f^ <& No 33) was composed in 
583 A H when the poet met him at 'Akka (Acre) during 
his journey to Syria, while another (JjM is\5 No 59) which 
refers to the pious life of al-Afdal was probably composed 



(1) Tagbribardl -Al-NujUm vol 6, p 123 {2) Al-SulUk vol 1, p 141 
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tn the year 592 A H when the poet's father Al-Q§di al- 
Rashid died, Al-Qadi al-Fadil seems to have felt the loss of a 
life-long fnend as his words reproduced by Maqmi in AU 
Sul&k 1 indicate It is quite strange to note that the Qasidahs 
{ JUll kti No 34 & UjJI V^ No 3 8 ) addressed to Al-F5dil 
after this date are full of complaints They are usually about 
the negligence shown by Al-Fadil after Al-Qadi al-Rashid's 
death, and the consequent feeling of exultation on the part 
of his jealous enemies He complains of his fate which has 
made him lose his office, nches and position He, at times, 
does not see any hopeful future though his confidence in his 
patron is still unshaken The troubles which he appears to 
have experienced after the death of his father, were probably 
due to the altered circumstances, for we find that Al-Qadi 
al-Fadil himself was not completely free from worries during 
the last few years of his life A reference in the Dlwan 
the last Qasidah (jLli*li No 35) which he addressed to 
Al-Qadi al-Fadil about three months before the latter's death 
early in 596 AH 2 does not indicate any feeling of dissatisfac- 
tion or disappointment, and it is natural to infer that the 
misunderstanding between them, if there was any, had already 
been cleared There are besides, a few odes addressed to 
Al-Qadi al-Ashraf, the son of Al-Fadil, and from the nature of 
the compliments, we can understand that all but one were 
composed probably when the wazir was alive and as it lsrecord- 
ed that Al-Qadi al-Ashraf was not in the good books of his 

(1) Al-Swl#k Vol i, p 139 (2) This Qasidah congratulates him on the 
forthcoming 'Id-al-Nahr and as Al-Qadi al-F&dil died in the first week of 
Rabi'n 596 A H , it is quite probable it was composed 111 the last month 
of 595 A H 
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long time it appears he suffered from a dislocation of the 
bones of his leg and the sceptic condition of the wounds 
Other events referred to in the letters are of no great conse- 
quence It is obvious that all the events mentioned m these 
letters must have occurred before 589 A H 3 the year when 
Al-QadI al-Fadil left Syna for good and returned to Cairo, 
where he subsequently retired into private life 

The death of SaJadin and the consequent complications 
did not allow Al-Qadi al-Fadil to play his former role of wazir 
He was dissatisfied with the conduct of Saladm's eldest son, 
AUMahk al-Afdal, who had taken over the government of 
Syria Hence he returned to Cairo to serve Al-Mahk al-'Azis 
to the best of his capacity 

Here also he was disappointed, for things started going 
from bad to worse day by day under the mismanagement of 
the young ruler The unwise counsel of selfish friends and 
the diplomatic mis-behaviour of Al-'Adil which had brought 
the brothers mto clash with each other added considerably to 
his difficulties The grand old man who had served the 
country m the best possible manner thought it safe to go into 
seclusion and dissociate himself with public affairs, although 
he was still respected by the sons of Saladin who often eagerly 
sought for his advice on difficult state problems I 

Now Ibn Sana'al-Mulk's ambition was to wm favour with 
the young rulers, and, as we shall see later, he was busy 
during these years addressing numerous encomia to AI-Mahk 
al-'Aziz and his brothers Of course his regard and admira- 
tion for his patron and master cantmued till the end as the 
eulogies composed between 592 and 596 A H indicate 



(1) Maqito's Khitat Vol 2, p 366 
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as most of them do not refer to any particular historical 
event 

The Letters collected m Fusus-al-Fusul throw some light 
on the different aspects of the poet's life and indicate certain 
domestic events But even here, one meets with the same 
deficiency of dates and lack of material for any chronological 
arrangement of events However, some salient points could be 
gathered without much difficulty From some of the letters 
that belong to a period prior to 584 A H , it is apparent that 
m addition to his other lucrative duties Ibn Sana'al-Mulk was 
asked to be a tutor to the wazir's son, Al-Qadi al Ashraf and 
it is not far from the truth to say that by this time the poet 
had begun to command an enormous influence over the learned 
and aristocratic members of the society at Cairo through his 
official position under the patronage of al-Fadil 'Abd'-l-Latif 
al-Baghdadl, known as Ibn-'l-Labbad (557-629 A H ), visited 
Cairo in 587 A H and described Ibn Sana'al-Mulk as one 
"who was greatly respected and universally obeyed'' 1 

Besides the fact already mentioned there are only two 
other events recorded in these letters which in some way or 
the other are connected with either his later life or the Diwan 
One of them is the account of the death of his slave girl, who 
was the mother of his son Abu-'l-Hasan 'Ah This tragedy 
made him compose many dirges The other event is the 
account of a serious accident he had met with on his way to 
Cairo, when he fell down from the back of the quadruped he 
was riding After explaining the accident in his letter to 
Al-Qadi al-Fadil, he relates that he was almost afraid of his 
life as a consequence of the injury he had received For a 



(1} Ibn Ah Uscnbi'ah Vol 11, p 205 
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departure to the fear he had m his mind about the conse- 1 
quences of the former's serious illness He thought that the 
latter considered it better to leave the place and hear of the 
worst happening m his absence rather than see it himself In 
his comment on this letter 1 Ibn Sana'al-Mulk agrees with 
the remarks of the wazir However, it is clear that the incident 
was soon closed as Al-Fadil magnanimously excused him for 
his behaviour 

In 584 A H when Saladm probably considered it necessary 
send Al-Fadil to Egypt to set right the financial condition of 
the country, the latter informed the poet of his intended visit 
to Cairo Immediately the poet addressed an eulogy (*1J1 isti 
No 46 ) with an idea of presenting it to him on his arrival 
there, but owing to certain circumstances, the proposed 
departure from Damascus was delayed Hence this poem 
was sent to him with a covering letter, explaining the occasion 
for addressing the encomium Shortly afterwards at the end 
of the year Al-Qadi al-Fadil started for Cairo and while he 
was at Jerusalem on his way to Egypt, he received another 
ode (tUriite No 27) from the poet welcoming him on his 
return to the city It appears that during the visit Al-Fadil 
stayed at Cairo for about two years 585-586 A H 2 and it is 
quite possible that some of the several undated Qasidahs m 
the Diwan were presented to him on different occasions and 
festivals AI-Qadi al-Fadil once again late in 586 A H , left 
for Syria where he remained till after the death of Saladm 
in 589 A H The poems which may have been addressed to 
him during this period can hardly be arranged chronologically 



(1) Fusus ii 9 & 10 (2) Ency of Islam Vol 2, p 607 & AURaudatayn 
Vol 2 t pp 137, 165 & 182 
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it appears that he did not address any Qasidah to Saladin 
after this event Even the famous event of the capture of 
Jerusalem is not celebrated Probably by this tune he had 
succeeded m his desire to receive the 'robe of honour 1 from 
Saladin It is not possible to suggest the exact date of the 
conferment of this honour, as the encomium (*U-* isJS No 2 ) 
addressed to Al-Qadi ai-Fadil expressing his gratitude for 
securing the same neither bears any date nor indicates any 
event which could be identified 

After the capture of Jerusalem (583 A H ) by Saladin, Ibn 
Sana'al-Mulk, presumably undertook a journey to the Holy 
place From there he proceeded to Damascus to meet his 
patron Al-Qadi al-Fadil The latter was lying seriously ill at 
the time and Ibn Sana'al-Mulk, fearing his death, and probably 
the consequent complications, naturally did not like to stay 
at Damascus long Hence after a brief visit of four days, he 

tried to convince Al-Oadi al-Fadil that he had received some 
disconcerting news from his father and family at Cairo It 
appears the latter remamd unconvinced till the end and un- 
willingly permitted him to depart, making it plain that he 
viewed his action with disappointment and displeasure 

He left the place in a hurry and took ship at Sur (Tyrus) 

The old wazir recovered his health shortly after he left and 

the news of this unexpected recovery and the fact of his own 

hurried departure from the place at such a moment as this, 

seem to have made the poet review the whole affair with a 

feeling of remorse Consequently he submitted to Al-Qadi 

al-Fadil a Qasidah ( *\J1 4j>\& No 27 ) m which he apologised to 

him for his unseemly behaviour In a letter that accompanied 

this Qasidah, he further tried to explain his action Al-Qadi 

al-Fadil in his reply ascribed Ibn Sana'al-Mulk's sudden 
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The event of conjunction of the planets is recorded in 
another QasJdah(*Ul ii6 No 3) though it is addressed to a dif fe- 
-rent personage, Al-Malik at-Muzaffar, Taql al-Din, 'Umar, 
the nephew of the Sultan He was deputising for Saladin in 
Egypt, but he received news, early in the year, that his uncle 
Al-Malik al- c Adil would soon replace him, and so he was a 
little upset, and being dissatisfied at the proposed arrange- 
ment, he left Cairo with the intention of proceeding to the 
West to conquer new territory for himself T His proposal 
coincided with this phenomenon of the conjunction of planets 
and Ibn Sana'al-Mulk addressed to him the Qasidah with a 
forecast that the stars favoured him and would bring him 
victory Subsequently, we are informed, that Al-Malik al- 
Muzaffar, dropped the original idea and joined Saladm in his 
big push against the Christians which began in 583 A H 

During this year we find two Qasidahs {/OA)l I*li No 12 
& jjJl hfe No 22 ) addressed to Saladin that were probably 
composed after his celebrated victory at Hattin which made 
him the master of Syria His victories, the conquest of 
various fortresses, the beheading of Renaud of Chatillon and 
the capture of the true cross/ are recorded in these Qasidahs 
These poems obviously were accompanied by the two 
encomia (*U!ia\SNo 14 & *\)\ <*£ No 35) addressed to his 
patron and intermediary Al-Qadi al-Fadil From the Dtwdn t 

= p 98) while Taghnbardi gives it under 582 A H Vol 6,p 101 Obvious- 
ly it is a mistake on the part of Maqnzl, but none of these wnters records 
the appearance of the comet, for any report to this effect -would have 
amounted to the confession that after all the astrologers were nght in 
their guess 

(1) Al-Suluk vol 1, p 91 (2) Al-Suluk vol i, p 93 and Michaud's Histotre 
De Crusades vol 2 p 50 
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forwarded both the Qaaidahs to the Sultan with a note of high 
tribute to the talents of Ibn Sana'al-Mulk who, though young 
vx age was superior in his art to many older poets He further 
went so far as to suggest that the Ayyubiyah dynasty would 
be assured of a distinct place in the galaxy of the great ruling 
dynasties, because of the inimitable encomia that the poet 
had written on its members We are not informed whether 
these odes had the desired effect, for we see the poet once 
again busy m composing eulogies for Saladm ( 

During the year 582 AH he addressed two more poems to 
the Sultan One of them ( A\ ls\i No 1 ) was composed on the 
occasion when a comet had appeared, and the other ( A\ £*£ 
No 27) was at the beginning of Rajab of the same year It 
would appear that the astrologers had predicted a conjunc- 
tion of five planets in Libra during the last week of Jumada 1 1 , 
and as a consequence of this phenomenon they prophesied 
that there would be excessive floods and tornadoes that 
would shake the world Unfortunately for these astrologers 
nothing of the kind happened,, and most of the poets of the 
day including Ibn al-Mu'allim (d 5g2 A H ) and Ta'a wldht 
( d 583 A H ) wrote poems ridiculing the astrologers for 
their prophecies One of Ibn Sana'al-Mulk's Qasidahs 
mentions these predictions and attributes their failure to 
he good luck of the Sultan But curiously enough we learn 
frin the other Qasidah ( A\ oU No 1 ) which was composed 
P rt ^ably a little later, that the comet had appeared, though 
not e ac tly at the time predicted by the astrologers T 

(1) Thib ncic i en t of the conjunction of planets is reported bv several 
historians > j^ ve happened in the year 582 A H (Al-Raudatayn, vol 11 p 
72, Ibn al-A^ U31( j er the events of 5S2, Mwatu'z-Zam&n edited by Jewett 
p 247 ) but 5 ^j records thas event in AlSiduk under 583, (Vol 1 = 
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the correctness of the statement attributed to YSqQfr and 
we may venture to suggest that the disparaging story of 
Ibn Sana'al-Mulk bang the grandson of a converted Jew was 
probably circulated by his enemies who hated his position, 
popularity and riches 

CHAPTER III 

In the preceding pages we have seen that Ibn Sana'al-Mulk 
realised mok of his ambitions, quite early in Me, though 
probably his one desire still remained unfulfilled He wished 
to be the recipient of honour from the court of Saladin, and 
we find him hereafter trying earnestly for this In one of his 
Qasidahs (jUli*ttNo 18) which he probably composed after 
580 A H he requested Al-Qadi al-Fadil to fulfil his promise 
of getting him a robe ot honour (Khil'at) from the Sultan 
In fact a better intermediary than the wazir himself could 
not have been selected for the purpose Obviously with this 
object in view he submitted an encomium (t^Jl^i ^° I ) 
to Saladm m 581 A H through his patron, but unfortunately 
it could not be presented to the Sultan as the latter was 
lying seriously ill at Harran, 1 moreover Al-Qadi al-Fadil took 
objection to the use of a certain word in the Qasidah and 
correspondence on this subject ensued * Later in 582 A Hsoon 
after Saladin had recovered his health, the poet compose/ 
another encomium (*WI ^»b No 1) and sent it to Al-Qadi a1- 
Fadd mildly hinting that the earlier Qasidah "had met the 
unlucky Star on its way" Al-Qadi al-Fadil in a letter to 
his son Al-Qadi al-Ashraf, explained that he had already 



(1) AUSulUk vol 1 p 89 (2} Vide notes on Qasidah ( jwJ! \sk No 1 ) 
&(*Wli»liNo 1) 
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one of the mam sources of Maqrizi's Khiat, bears testimony 
to the fact that he discussed with Al-Qa#t al-Rashid not 
only the literary merits of different poems composed by 
Ibn Sana'al-Mulk, but also other allied subjects of general 
literary and historical interest Thus it is clear that §afadfs 
statement on these two points is not consistent with the 
facts, as the evidence we have set forth indicates 

About the third point it is needless to say anything more, 
as the events recorded in the preceding pages establish beyond 
doubt that the poet had attained a distinct rank among the 
foremost poets of the day long before his grandfather Sana'al- 
Mulk died Regarding his frequent visits to the assemblies of 
Abu-1-Mahasm where he met a 'man from Maghrib' we have 
no direct evidence either to support the fact or to disprove 
it Abu-I-Mahasin's name appears neither m the list of the 

teachers mentioned by Ibn Khalhk&n in his Dictionary and 

Yaqut in his Irshad, nor is any reference made to him m the 
Diwan On the other hand a sentence that appears in the 
introduction of Ibn Sana'al-Mulk's Muwashshahat, compiled 
and edited by himself in Dar-al-T%raz t in a way, contradicts 
the statement Speaking of the disadvantages he had in 
oitmg an original book on the Muwashshahat he says, 1 

"He neither (meaning thereby himself) found a master 
h whom he could learn this particular branch of knowledge, 



no 



book from which he could study this science " 



■Ss apparently it is difficult to unreservedly accept the 
P 35 ^ quoted by Safadi as a correct statement of facts 
about batu'llah, his father and grandfather In the light 
of evide e su b mi tted above, one is inclined to question 



(i) Dar-al-l z&Da$Muwashshap M 
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from a book other tfean Ms IrshSd for the latter contains a 
notice of Hibatu'Hah ,and therein this passage does not find 
a place On the other hand one finds that Y&qu,t mentions 
the names of the father and grandfather of Sana'al-Mulk as 
Hibatu'Hah and Muhammad respectively Ibn-Khalhkan 
also states likewise According to Safadi's version, if Sana' 
al-Mulk was a Jew who was subsequently converted to Islam, 
it is highly improbable that his grandfather would have had 
the name Muhammad which is obviously a Muslim name * 

As regards the second point the evidence already furnished 
m the preceding pages about Al-Q5dl al-Rashid is sufficient 
to discount any such ideas as suggested by the passage m 
question Besides, we have seen that Al-Qadl-al-Fadil mam- 
tamed a regular correspondence with him mostly on literary 
topics and it is hardly possible to imagine that the great 
stylist would have contmued to do so if the addressee was 
insufficiently learned, for the letters reproduced in Fusus-aU 
Fusul can be considered as good specimens of the literary 
style of the age In particular, a letter of Al-QSdi al-FSdil 
(Fusmff 71-72, quoted in appendix n ) discussing* the 
detailed plan of Tankh-al-Mamum, which was most probably 

(i) It would be interesting to note that Al-Jahiz ( d 255 ) speaking of thf 
Christians in his essay on 'The Refutation of the Christians' says, { Thala&h 
SasOU p 18 ) ''They name themselves -with Hasan, Husain, 'Abbas Fadl 
and 'Ali and use all these as the surnames of the relationship and nothing 
remained for them but to name themselves with the name of Muhammad 

and the surname of Abu-1-Qasim ' ] < 

According to him this constitutes one of the reasons that made the 
Muslims like the Christians more than the Jews Thereby it is implied 
that the Jews did not adopt for themselves even the names mentiflned 
above and hence it is hardly possible any Jew would have adopted the 
name Muhammad 
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he (Al-Rashid) had with him, as he was prepared to give its 
weight of Dirhams Al-Rashid tried to bargain with him 
and after serious deliberation within himself he made up his 
mind, and taking out the Dirhams, paid him the price 
accordingly It came to about fifteen Dinars Thus the book 
remained with him His son, Al-Sa'id Hibatu'llah used to 
repair frequently to ( the assemblies of ) Al-Shaykh Abu-1- 

* 

Mahasin al-Bhanasi, the grammarian, the father of Al-wazir 
aUBhanasi who became wazir to Al-Ashraf bin al-'Adil 
Hibatu'llah was intelligent and had an acute and receptive 
mind Iq that assembly he came in contact with a man 
from the Maghrib who used to occupy himself m composing 
the Muwashshahat (roundelays) of Maghrib as well as Azjal 
He made Hibatu'llah acquainted with their intricacies and 
discussed them off and on, till the latter became an expert 
in the art of composing them which were even superior in 

elegance to those of the Maghrib! writers Hibatu'llah further 
occupied himself m rhetoric and composition but his hand- 
writing was not good " 

This passage, as we have already mentioned, deserves our 
caieful consideration for more than one reason as it indicates 
firstly, thai Sana al-Mulk, the grandfather of the poet, was 
a Jew converted to Islam some time before he died Secondly, 
his son Al-Rashid u as not a learned person worth mention- 
ing and presumably was a business man, and thirdly, as the 
sequence of events therein indicates, it was probably years 
after the death of Sana'al-Mulk, that Hibatu'llah after 
frequenting the assemblies of Abu-1-Mahasm came into pro- 
minence as a writer and a composer of roundelays 

Safadi takes this passage from Yaqut and it is probably 
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' ' We have missed one who m spate of his superannuation, 
■was more reliable than ourselves with all ourshrewed opinions 
and a single day of whose life was better m spirit that a 
month of our piety " 

Before closing this chapter it is worthwhile to examine 
the following statement about Sana J al-Mulk and his son 
recorded by Safadi injus Al-w&fi - 

"Yaqut relates on the authority of Al-§ahib al-Wazir, 
Jamal al-Dln al-Akram 1 that Sanii'al-Mulk, whose name was 
Razin, was a rich Jew monoy-changer at Cairo He accepted 
Islam and died later leaving behind brm his son Al-Rashid^ 
Ja'far who through money-lending and other commercial 
transactions amassed great wealth He was not sufficirfftly 
learned to be widely known, but he came across at Cairo, one 
half of the autographed copy of Al-Sihah of Al- Jawhan He 
purchased the book at a nominal pnce and it remained with 
mm locked up for some years Then a foreigner who had with 
him the other half of the Sihah of Al-Jawhari came to Cairo 
He offered it to a Cairene bookseller who informed hun of the 
other volume that was with Al-Rashid bin Sana'al-Mulk 
The foreigner proceeded to him with the book and told him 
that what he had brought with him was the other half of the 
book which he (Al-Rashid) possessed He gave Al-Rashid 
the option of purchasing the book ( he had brought ) at its 
equivalent weight of the Dirhams of the District of Cairo, 
forty of which would make a Dinar, or to sell the other half 



(i) Probably Abul Hasan 'Ah bin Yusuf al-Qifti { d 646 A H } known as 
Jamal al Din al-Qifti, or Al-Qadi al-Akram, or Al-wazir al-Akram is the 
person referred to here ( For his biographical note vide Al-Kutubi's FawSt 
vol 2, p 96 and Yaqut's Irshad vol v, p 477 ) 
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death of his patron in 596 A H without much interruption. 
From Damascus, Al-Qatfi al-Fadil maintained a regular corres- 
pondence mostly on literary subjects with the poet and his 
father AI-QSdl Al-RasMd for whom he had great regard and 
admiration Frequent references to the other members of 
the family show that he was interested m them all r Judging 
from the facts at our disposal, it is apparent that by this 
time the poet had realised the many ambitions of his life 
through the patronage of the kind wazir, he had risen into 
prominence which made some of the other poets envious 

In 580 A H the poet fell seriously ill and while he was still a 
t convalescent, his grandfather Sana' al-Mulk died m Ramadan 3 
at the advanced age of mnety-six years Despite his illness 
he insisted on pining the funeral procession and we are 
informed from the dirge ( A\ ijfc No 9 ) that he subsequently 
composed, that he was able to do so only when some others 
bore him on their shoulders This exertion probably caused 
a serious relapse and Al-QadI al-FSdil, having been informed 
of it at Damasus, wrote a letter to Al-Qadi al-Rashid in 
which he expressed his concern about the poet's health and 
lamented over the death of his grandfather to whom he paid 
the following tribute in his characteristic manner - 

(x) The second part of Fu&Us al-Fus&l wholly contains the wishes, compli- 
ments and tributes from Al-Qadi al-Fadil to Sana'al-Mulk, AI-Qadi al- 
Rashid and their family It is but natural that the poet takes pride in this 
and ostentatiously expresses the feeling of exultation over his envious 
contemporaries in the short introduction he has added to the book 
(2) Ibn Khalhkan puts this date as the date of the death of Al-Qadi al- 
Rashld, though by a supplementary statement he gives the correct date as 
592, yet he is unable to advance any reason for preferring the one to the 
other Obviously he did not know that in 580 A H the grandfather of the 
poet died whereas in 592 A H Al-Qadi al-Rashld died 
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during the short time he Uved there There are a number of 
poems addressed to him in the Bfwin, some of which were 
probably presented to him before he left Egypt at the end of 
577 A H Oneof this group is the Qasidah(f t$l *u£ No 4) which 
congratulated him on the birth of a son to him, who was to 
be known later as Al-Qadi al-Ashraf l 

At the end of 577 A H Al-Qa$i al-Fadil accompanied 
Saladin to Syria, on his march against Aleppo This expedition 
was successful, and Saladin captured the fortress without any 
bloodshed Ibn Sana'al-Mulk celebrated this event in one of his 
Qasidahs (*U1 h& No 1) The historical allusions therein con- 
firm the reports of the capture as given by Tmad (d 597 A H ) 
and other later historians 2 Soon after this event, Al-Qadi al- 
Fadil returned to Cairo in the company of Al-Mahk al-Muzaffar 
Taql-al-Din 'Umar bin Shahinshah, a nephew of Saladin, who, 
on the suggestion of Al-Qadi al-Fadil was appointed to 
deputise for the Sultan at Cairo, while Al-Mahk al-'Adil was 
transferred to the newly conquered fortress of Aleppo 3 It 
is evident Al-Qaqh al-Fadil did not stay long at Cairo for he left 
for Syria shortly afterwards early in 580 A H Most probably 
owing to such frequent absence from Cairo he was put to the 
necessity of appointing a trusted agent to look after his vast 
estates in Egypt, and we find that the choice had already 
been made m the appointment of Ibn Sana'-al-Mulk to this 
coveted position Ibn Abi-Usaibi'ah, speaking of the poet, 
mentions him as the agent of Al-Qadi al-Fadi]4 and it is quite 
probable that he continued to hold this position up to the 



(1) According to Ibn Khallikan he was bomm 573 A H [DeSIanevol 2, 
p 115) (2) Al-Raudafayn vol 2, pp 42-49 (3) Al-Randatayn voJ 2, p 51 

(4) Vol 2 r pp 113 & 205 
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many other notables as captives r Soon after the news of 
this victory had reached Cairo, Ibn Sana'al Mulk addressed 
an encomium ( *J>JI ^i No i ) to Saladin in which he speaks 
of " Badwll " { Baldwin ) " Kund " ( comte ? ) and " Yescund " 
{ Viscomte ? ) as *' bewildered prisoners 1 ' in his hands As this 
occasion coincided with the safe return of Al-Qadl-al-Fadll 
from Mecca, he composed a Qasidah (Oj§ ^sS No % ) in his 
praise as well and despatched it to the latter at Damascus 
AI-Qadi-al-Fadil in his letter, acknowledging the Qasidah is, 
as usual, loud in pi aise It is not clear whether the encomium 
was submitted to the Sultan, but there does not seem to be 
any reason to think otherwise 

At the end of the year 575 Al-Qadi-al-Fadll once again left 
for Hjjaz on a second pilgrimage and from thence proceeded 
directly to Cairo which he reached in 576 after a troublesome 
journey * Probably an encomium ( i_iU3i <a\5 No 5 } was 
presented to him on this occasion Before the end of the year 
Saladin returned to Cairo from Damascus and, but for a short 
interval, when he visited Alexandria, he stayed m Cairo till the 
end of the year 577 3 During this period we find Ibn Sana'-al 
Mulk addressing a Qasidah ( J-\ ^ No 1 ) to Al-Mahk-al- 
s Adil the biother of Saladin, wishing him a happy New Year, 
but we ha\e no evidence of a similar encomium presented to 
the Sultan dunng his stay at Cairo Tt is quite possible he 
might have composed similar eulogies on Al-Qadi-al-Fadll 



(1) Al-Sulukvol 1, p 68, Al-Raudatayn vol 2, p 8, Lane-poole-Saladm 
p I5&, and Wilken, Geschichte der Kreuzzngc III, 11 193 According to 
Lane-Poole and Wilken Baldwin of Ramla ( Rames ) fell in to the hands of 
the muslims (575-1179) Maqnzi gives the name as 'Baldwin son of 
Barzan while the Poet m Fusus merely says Ibn Barzan 

(2) Al-Raudatayn \ol 2, pp 14-15 (3) AI-Raudatayan vol 2, pp 19-27 
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himself therewith/* i 

Obviously this defence of the young poet from one among 
themselves, made the Cairo poets still more excited and we 
are informed that Ibn al-Mtuiajjim, 1 probably, voiced their 
feelings m this couplet, 

l< The lack of common sense m undertaking to defend a 
verse pubhshd by a " frog " has killed our Dharwi You have 
related some incorrect verses attributed to two effeminate 
(poets) one with a head dress and the other with a lady's 

hood M 

According to Safadl the enemies of the young poet had 
nicknamed him fI frog " owing to the prominence of his eye- 
balls, and it is evident from this couplet that the criticism 2 
which had started about the right use of a certain word later 
gave place to severe personal attacks However, this en- 
counter with the well-known poets would have brought him 

into prominence without much difficulty From the Diwan 
it is clear that he hardly paid any attention to it, for we do 
not find therein any allusion to this incident 

At the end of the year 574 Al-Q£di-aI-Fadil had left Cairo 
for Mecca on his first pilgrimage^ after which he directly 
proceeded to Syria to 30m Saladm who was engaged m wars 
against the Christians near Banias (Paneas, Belinas) Saladm 
won a victory over his enemies in 575 and took Baldwin and 



(1) Ibn Abi Usaibl'ah refers to him 111 the following manner 

(Tabaqat vol 2, p 113) 

(2) Hartmann's conjecture that the controversy began on the right use of 
( ^^J ) is not supported by facts ( Das Muwassah p 49 ) 

(3) Al-Raudatayn vol 2, p 6 
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brother of Saladin, was probably composed between 574 and 
576, for it was in the former year that TurSn-shah settled m 
Alexandria where he died later early in 576 The opening 

line of the Qasidah, 

"I am satisfied with none 1 except with my turbaned friend, 
I have renounced nothing except a blameworthy life " 
was considered as detestable by the Cairo poets who, according 
to Ibn Khallitan and Safadi, leagued against him Most 
probably the word ( *a*J» ) which is capable of tow meanings 2 
was the cause of personal attacks 3 against Ibn Sana'al Mulk 
as is evident from the couplet of Ibn al-Muna]]im quoted 
later One of the good poets of the age, Al-wajih-lbn al- 
Dharwi, composed the following ditty in defence of the poet 
and confessed therein to the r distinct merit ' of his poem 

" Relate to Al-Sa'M these words of one who admires the 
very original expression of his, admirable as it is To your 
Qasidah is due the distinct ment, yet our poets have remain- 
ed ignorant of the extraordinary originality therein They 
blame the idea of being 'satisfied with a friend' Had Al- 
TS'i 4 seen such a tissue of verses as yours, he would (crown) 



(1) De Slane translates this verse " I am indifferent to none etc ''but I do 
not consider the word used in the verse is capable of such interpretation 

(2) The meaning of this word can be '*! adopted the veil of a woman" but 
the poet used it m the sense, " I am satisfied with " 

{3) Among those who satirised him there was one Cairene poet called Abu'I 
Makanm Hibat-allah-bm-Wazir According to Ibn Khaliikan Ibn Sana'- 
ai-mulk infhcted on him a corporal punishment Probably this incident 
happened a little later when Ibn Sana'al Mulk was in position to do so 
(4) Probably he refers to the following verse of AbuTammam al-Ta'i wherein 
he used the word (c*J») Aj^\ pjb Ijtc^i" ^j -tPjwall ^j*i* 
(Diwan, Abu Tammam P 312) 



a Qasidah [*\J\ SJi No. 23 } which was addressed to Al*QHdtal 
Fadil in which he wished his patron a happy New Year He 
informs us of the overwhelming kindness and bounties receiv- 
ed at the hands of his patron Probably at this time he might 
not have been so successful with the other personages to whom 
he might have addressed some of has encomia, as is evident m 
the following couplet, ( *fcft h& No 1) probably composed 
during this year, and which throws some light on his dis- 
appointments 

"My excellence was completely established before ( I was) 

twenty years (old) 

What about it now when I have passed that age with 
three more years 

I spent my life in addressing encomia to personages who 
are like the dead, and if I ]udge aright, they (encomia) could 
be considered dirges " 

It is evident that in his subsequent attempts he must 
have fared better, for we hardly find in the Diwan any other 
piece of this type after this date Hereafter, it would appear 
there was no difficulty m getting his encomia accepted, which 
most probably fetched liberal rewards, but the troubles which 
he experienced were obviously to a great extent due to his 
fellow poets It seems as though his growing importance as 
a rising poet had already excited the jealousy of some well- 
known poets of Cairo As we shall see later, an occasion was 
soon provided for them 

A Qasidah ( A\ ^ No 26) which may be considered as 
one of his masterpieces was the cause of a storm of criticism 
against him This encomium which he addressed to Al-Mahk- 
al-Mu'azzam, Shams-al-Daulah, Turan-shah (d 576 ), the elder 
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( *\J\ iafc Nos io, 12, and 20 ) obviously composed at Btisra, 
Damascusa nd Hamah clearly show his anxiety toreturn to 
Cairo as early as possible Most probably it was in the first 
quarter of the year 572 that he had his desire fulfilled, as 
Saladin decided to leave Synafor Egypt accompanied by 
importanto fecials of his staff 

Shortly after his arrival in Egypt he was probably appoint- 
ed as a ' 'KStib" in the "Diwctn of Insha" (Secretarial office? * ) 
through the influence and kind intervention of Al Qadl-al 
F5dil The Qasidah(u£«Jl i*teNo 2)he composed mlatter's praise 
in 573indicates that his status and changed for the better under 
his patronage Safadi mentions that he drew his emoluments 
regularly whether he attended the office or not From now 
onwards till the death of Al Qadl-al Fadil in 596, he appears 
to have enjoyed the latter's patronage without much inter- 
ruption 

We have seen that his fame as a poet had already spread 
m Egypt and Syria and in consequence of this he employed 
his genius to improve his financial condition and official 
position through a careful selection of patrons for his encomia 
Probably Saladin and his brothers, besides Al-Qadi-al Fadil 
were the chief objects of his attention up to 589, the year when 
Saladin died During this period, he might have addressed 
many Qasldahs to AI-Qadi al-FSdil, but it is difficult to 
determine the dates of all such eulogies However, a few of 
these could be arranged chronologically In 574, he composed 

(1) Huart considers him a magistrate {History of Arabic Lit p 114) Probably 
he has concluded this from his title AI-Qadi-al Sa'id It is quite possible 
the poet would have adopted this title because of the position of his father 
It is clear from the biographical notices and the Diwan that the Poet did 
not hold the position of either a judge or a magistrate 
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subsequently recorded in his Kharldah his appreciation of tiie 
poetical talents of the young poet m his jisual high flown 
laboured style He says - 

"I found him to be a marvel of intelligence He has reach- 
ed the goal in his career as a writer of prose and verse, the 
exquisite (genius) of the Arabic language has delivered to him 
■with its right hand a standard and he obtained from the 
affability of Al-QadI al-Fadil, a most favourable reception 
The clay of his intelligence has been moulded by nature on 
(the wheel of) sagacity and I have every hope that his rank 
in the literary art will be highly, exalted that, if his life be 
prolonged, he will obtain enough science to satisfy his utmost 
wishes and that when his merit will be disengaged from {the 
admiration of ) puerility, reflexion with him will be watered 
by the fountain of knowledge, so that it may yield abun- 
dant fruit and bring him collars such as all would wish to 
possess r " 

During his stay m Syria, the poet probably visited Hamah 
as well m the company of Al Qadi-al Fadil His longing for 
his native land and the company of his friends and family 
grew more and more as his stay was prolonged His poems 



= at Damascus or accompanied him on his return journey The following 

verse 211 the Qasidah (*I^J| jjfr Poem No 6, p 301,1 60 )in which he bade 
farewell to his father is capable of two interpretations - 

" I have preferred the company of the guardian of the people so that I 
may reach through him the thing I prefer 1 * The quotation from the Khandah 
concerning this point, reproduced by Ibn Khallikan, is also not clear - 

De Slane has translated it thus - " He ( meaning As-Sa'id came to Syria 
m the month of Ramadan 571 being then in the service of Al-Q5.di al-Fadil) " 
(Vol 3, p 593 ) (1) De Slane Vol 3, p 593 
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" And to you I owe my knowledge and whatever I learnt 
with my understanding 1 " 

Thus, it is obvious from these references that Al-Qadi al- 
Fadil, was responsible to a considerable extent, for the early 
training of Ibn SanS'al-Mulk 

Al-Qadi al-Fadil left Cairo in 570, as he had to accompany 
Saladin who was planning to march upon Damascus after the 
death of Nuru'd-Dln ( d 569 ), forSaladm, after he had become 
the independent Master of Egypt, required the services of 
Al-Qadi al-Fadil as his vizier The expedition to Damascus was 
successful and the city opened its gates and welcomed Saladin 
For a short time, Al-Qadi al-Fadil, stayed at Damascus 
and probably it was at this time while he was camping in 
one of the Muruj m the vicinity of the city that he received 

the Qasidah from the young poet, as already mentioned earlier, 
and won the praise and admiration of the poets of Syria who 

frequented the assembly of Al-Qadi al-Fadil Early m 571 the 
Egyptian army was permitted by Saladin to return to Cairo 
owing to drought in Syria Al-Qadi al-Fadil, having secured 
the appointment of Tmad al-Katib, as a secretary to Saladin 
to look after the State correspondence, sought permission to 
accompany the disbanded forces back to Cairo 2 He does not 
appear to have stayed long after his return, for Saladm req- 
uired the Egyptian army for his expeditions m Syria Al-Qadi 
al-Fadil probably accompanied the forces, for we find him 
again m Damascus m Ramadan 571 It was at this time of 
the year thatwe find Ibn SanS'al-Mulk also m the serviceof 
Al-Qadi al-Fadil in Syria 3 Here he met ' Imad-al-Katib who 



(1) Vide Arabic text J.\ ijit Poem No 35, p 739, 1 72 (2) Al-Raudatayn 
Vol i, pp 251, 252 (3} It is not clear -whether Ibn SanS'al-Mulk joined him= 
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al-iFadil tba* the ".Poets ftf Syria " ha<J adtniifi4 bta poetical 
talent 

In speaking of the early educational training of Ibn Sana'al- 
Mulk, it is well nigh impossible to proceed without mentioning 
the great part played by Al-Qadi al-Fa<hl, c Abdu'l-Rahim bin 
'Al! al-Baysani, the famous writer and the stylist of the age, 
who shaped his literary career As a family friend, Al-Qadi al- 
Fadil often came in contact with the talented youth and soon 
discerned in him the signs of intelligence Subsequently he 
evinced considerable interest in his literary studies and even 

went so far as to undertake the correction of his compositions 
both in prose and verse Later, Ibn Sana'al-Mulk, commenting 
on one of the letters of Al-Qadi al-Fadd made the following 
remark - 

" It was usual with him ( may God bless him ) to send 
for all my rough original work, both in prose and verse, 
and look to the passages I had struck off and those I had 
retained On many occasions, he considered the passages I had 
deleted to be Ltetter than those I had substituted He used to 
call me to account for these and would require from me a 
reply He further used to explain to me the why and wherefore 
of his corrections This had been my experience with him 
since he began to educate and teach me " 

In the short introduction he has written to Fusus al-Fusul, 
Ibn Sana'al-Mulk refers to Al-Qadi al Fadil in the following 
manner - 



i " 



" He was teacher and I was his pupil and student 

In another place, in the Qasidah which he composed m 
the latter's praise, he asserted likewise - 



(I) Fusiis-al-Ftisul (foho3&) *~* JrfAl J 4J -V&I l*Tj iL-Vl 



jt>J 



though in our opinion 551 would have been more accurate 
than 550, for the incident is reported to have occurred in 
Dhu'I Qa'adah of 570 and one -who had not attained his twen- 
tieth year at that time would not have been born earlier 

than 551 

The poet's early education was completed under the 

guidance of some able scholars of the age He read Qur'an 

with Al-Sharif Abul-Futuh 1 and took his lessons m grammar 

from the famous grammarian and scholar of the time 'Abd- 

allah bm Barri (d 582) known as Ibn Barrl Subsequently, 

Ibn Sana'al-Mulk appears to have left Cairo for Alexandria 

to attend the assemblies of the well-known Imam of the age, 

Hafiz Abu Tahir Ahmad al- Salafl 2 ( d 576 ), commonly called 

Al-Hafiz al-Salafi He was considered a great scholar of 

Hadith and students from all parts of the then Muslim wot: 

flocked to Alexandria during his stay there TTi^^etfTsjour- 

ney to Alexandria for learning Ha4**h^tfas most probably 
between the year 570 and-^S", the year m which Al-Salafi 

died In the last line of theQasidah { p 16) in whi h he praises 

the Hafiz prior to his departure from Alexandria, he states 
that his reputation as a "master of prose and verse" has 
already been established and he could never have boasted like 
this before 570 the year in which he was informed by Al-Qadi 



(i) Safadi's Al-Waj% f\ol 27 Serai Bib ) In Shadkarat al-Dhahab Vol 5, 
p 35 , the name is gnen asAl-Shanf al-Khatib, but in the Diwan an elegy 
appears for 41-Shanf Abu 1-Qasim al-Halab! ( d 582 ) and therein the poet 
pajs him the kind of tribute one would pay to one s master The following 
bne clearly shows that he was one of his teachers - 

He used to help me With learning and ennoble me, but the time has 

behaved miserly ( m taking away) my help and nobility ( JUJ| V^ Poem 

No 28, 1 33, p 216) (2) For his biographical note. Vide, De Slane Vol I p 86 
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" And because your father is in service, you have entered 
through it into the throng of servants l " 

It is obvious from the above quotations that Al-QadI 
al-Rashid held some important office under the Government 
of the day 2 Further the titles and appellations of the father 

and grandfather of the poet indicate that they were held m 
high esteem by the ruling authorities 

According to Safadi, the poet Hibatallah was bom in the 
year 545 s but it is very doubtful whether "we can take this 
date as correct Ibn Khallikan puts it about 550 and his rea- 
son for suggesting this date is the following quotation from 
the Khandah of ' Imad al-Katib - 

"On the 18th of Bhul Qa'da m the year 70 (that is in 
the year 570A H 10th June A D 1175 ), I was with Al-Qadi 
al-Fddil m his tent at Marj al-Dalhamiya, when he showed me 
a Qasidah which Al-Sa'id { % e Ibn Sana'al-Mulk) had sent to 
him from Cairo and he informed me that the author had not 

yet attained his twentieth years " 

'Imad then gives the poem and its opening line is repro- 
duced by Ibn Khallikan The fact stated by ' Imad is further 
corroborated by the letter of Al-Qadi al-Fadil reproduced m 
Fusiis al-Fusul 4 Commenting on this letter, Ibn Sana/al-Mulk 
writes that the Qasidah mentioned was sent to Al-Qadi 
aWFadllin the year 570, while he was m Syria during 
his first journey In suggesting 550 as the probable date of 
the poet's birth, Ibn Khallikan appears to be almost correct, 



(1) Vide Arabic text Jl| -L»li Poem No 31 p 724, 1 76 & p 723, 1 70 

r 

(2) Probably he was aQ§dl (judge) as is indicated by the eulogies that the 

poet addressed to his father (3) De Slane vol 3, p 392 (4} Vide <jJ I -Uls 
Poem No 1, p 464 n * 
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Hibatallah bin Muhammad Little is known about Sana'al- 
Mulk and his son Al-Qadi al-Rashid The latter was bom 
in 525 when the former was over thirty years of age Both 
father and son were respected for their pious deeds and chari- 
table dispositions, by friends and foes alike Speaking of 
Al-Qadi al-Rashid, MaqrizI 2 quotes the words of Al-Qadi al- 
Fadil "He had committed to memory 'The Book of God' 
(TheQur'm) and he kept himself engaged m the literary 

branches of knowledge " 

Ibn Sana' al-Mulk praising his father later wrote "And, 

verily, I take pride m him ( over other people) for his supe- 
riority in riches combined with office 3 

In another place while complaining to Al-Qadi al-Fadil 
about the scurrilous attacks on him by his jealous enemies, 

he says 

" My enemies have said, 'Had it not beenjgtr^otif father, 
you would not have entered thatsap^tfff^meaning thereby 
the assembly of Al-Qa^i a^i3il ) 



^Firstly it is a ^ ell know n fact that the title Sana 1 mulk was quite common 
at the time in Egjpt ( Taghnbardi's Al-Nuj&nt al-Zahirah Vol v, p 143 
Suyuti's Husnul-Muhadarah, Cairo ed 1299, Vol 2 p 141) 

Secondly in the Fusus al-Fu$wl t Al-Qadi al~F Idil at on place compared 
him to the famous Persian Poet Sana'i by saying 

and Ibn Sana'al-Mulk commenting on this says 

. 4bI«*j dill *U tf-b- JI ^ iSfiii-l J* JlvJI 4y> i£jj j 
Besides, the Ms copy of the Fmus al-FusUl in Bib Nat written about 
fifty years after the death of Ibn Sana al-mulk, has the word v-ith "hamza 1 
It is quite possible that the omission of " hamza " by later scribes would 

have created this doubt 

{1} Al-Suluk Vol 1 p 139 (2) The word ( i^#** ) can have the meaning of 

post, office, or magistracy (Lane) 
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same is preserved in the Khedivial Library at Cairo No (1409- 
Literature), and it is from this Ms that I have quoted often 
m my notes on the poems The third copy that has been 
preserved in the ancient Ms which was written shortly after 
660 A H , now m Bib Nat Pans (3333), is incomplete in the 
sense that it does not contain some of the letters found in the 
Ms at Cairo Therefore, I have mainly relied on the latter 
Ms whenever I have quoted passages in the Introduction 
and commentary 

CHAPTER II 

Of Al-QadI al-Sa'id Abu'l-Qasrai Hibatallah, more 
commonly known after his grandfather as Ibn Sana'al-Mulk, 
there are biographical notices in Ibn Khalhkan's Dictionary, 1 
Yaqut 's Irshad 2 a.nd$a,ia.di's A Iw iff 3 ,Abul FidiU and'Aynl 
have assigned him a few lines in the obituary notices of the 
year 608, but the latter has mostly reproduced what Ibn 
Khalhkan has written about the poet Taghri-bardi in his 
Al-Nuyum$ merely gives his name among those who died in 
the year 6o8, while Ibn al-Athir in his Chronicle and Maqrizi 
in his Al-Suluk do not mention him m the obituary of the 
same year Accordingto Ibn Khalhkan and Yaqut, his father 
Al-Qadi al-Rashid, Abu'1-Fadl Ja'far was the son of 
Al-MuHamad Sana'al-Mulk 6 Abu 'Abdallah, Muhammad bin 



1) DeSlane's Translation Vol 3 pp 589-93 (2) Vol 7 p 236 (3) Appendix 1 
(4) *\ ol 3 p 120 (5) Vol 6 p 204 (6) *' Sana'al-mulk ' is often written by 

many well-known authors as Sanal-mulk The "hamza" after Sana is 
omitted and Hartmann in his " Des Mimassah " (p 55) has preferred to read 
it without hamza" He quotes in his support * ^bd al-Wahid al-Marrakashl's 
carefulte\t of the History of Alt ohades wheiein the 'hamza' is omitted 
{ The History of Afrnohades edited by Dozy, p 218) I have preferred to read 
it with "hamza" as Sana'al-mulk ( <iljii »L )for more thdn one reason = 
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have been copied from a common original My inference is sup- 
ported by the fact that the two agree exactly even in the 
common errors, which can easily be attributed to the careless- 
ness of the scribes At more than one place, I found in both 
Mss two verses mixed up erroneously, the first half of a verse 
being followed by the second half of the next verse l Further, 
I have found that the lines that are omitted m the one are 
invariably omitted m the other Thus it is clear that this 
striking similarity between the two Mss may lead to the con- 
clusion at which I have arrived 

The extra verses and poems found in any of these copies 
are included in the text and their source is indicated Besides 
these Mss , I tried to collect poems and verses from diffe- 
rent anthologies in manuscript form, found in the libraries of 
Berlin, Oxford, London and Istanbul Wherever I caxpar 
across verses attributed to Ibn Sana'al-Mulk, but^uw&tfceable 
m the Mss of the Diwan, I have included them in the text at 
the end of each section, arranged alphabeticall u^Ebe-sonrces 
of all such additions to the text are mentioned in the 
foot-notes of the printed text 

Besides these Mss which I had to consult for preparing 
the complete text of the Diwan, I used for the purpose of ex- 
planatory notes the manuscript copies of Fusus al-Fusul r a 
collection of epistolary correspondence that passed between 
Al-Qadi al-Fadil and the Poet's fatherThere are three Mss 
ui Lias work exLant One of these is said to be in the Esconal 
Library and access to it was almost impossible owing to the 
unfortunate happenings in Spam A fine complete copy of the 



I VideAJt 4j1S Poem No 23, p No 61, n 2 &*\J\ «\5 Poem 
No 6, p 300, n 4 
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appears to have been copied by more than one scribe and at 
some places, it is so badly written that some one who possessed 
it, has tried to correct the errors On the margin all such 
corrections and probable readings are carefully marked Still 
there remain a fair number of poems and verses which have 
defied any such attempt on the part of the corrector At one 
place, he has frankly admitted that it is impossible to correct 

the errors without the help of another Ms * 

Having collated the text with all the Mss mentioned, I 
considered it advisable to visit Rampur and see the only 
remaining Ms Unfortunately, when I reached the place, it 
was in the throes of an unprecedented strike, but through 
the kind help and courtesy of the officials, I was able to carry 
on my work without any great interruption This Ms (=*-*j) 
consists of 153 folios, but there are sufficient indications to 
infer that a few intervening folios are missing The unsyste- 
matic arrangement in this case, as well, makes it somewhat 
difficult to determine the exact number of the missing folios 
This Ms is undated and to all outward appearance is not 
more than three hundred years old The general condition of 
the Ms is bad and I found that m many places, verses have 
been partially obliterated because of water The damage 
caused by the worms common to Mss in tropical countries is 
quite apparent The scribe, probably an ordinary one, was 

neither good in his handwriting, nor careful in copying the 
Ms from the original Consequently it is run uf wwtftkw 
During the collation, I came across a striking similarity 
between this Ms and(^) The former seems to be either a 

copy of (J) or it is possible that both these Mss may 



1 Vide Arabic text *\J\ i?\a Poem No 12 p 3°7> foot-note 7 



Muharram, g8o A H by Muhammad "bin 'Abd al-Rafeman bin 
Ahmad known as Ibn Dajajah This copy contains a number 
of poems and verses which are not found m (£), while it has 

omitted a few of those that find place in (£) 

The photograph copy (No 8405 Literature =t>a*) has 

not been of great help to me as, firstly, it happens to be only 
a short selection of the Diwan alphabetically arranged, and 
secondly, it seems as though the scribe or those responsible 
for preparing this selection had tried to correct the readings 
of perhaps a very defective original which was at their dis- 
posal Here and there words and verses are altered to give 
suitable meanings, whenever it has been found difficult to de- 
cipher the original In many cases the alterations are quite 
unwarranted This conjecture is confirmed by the statement 
which appears on the first folio - 




" It was compared with the original that contained many 
errors and was corrected as far as possible" 1 Even after 
such an attempt there still remain many obscurities which 
cannot easily be removed without the help of another Ms 
This copy was prepared at the suggestion of Muhammad bin 
Khahd bin Khaliri-lzmiri'l-Hasann-Ladhiqi, the deputy m 
the Vilayet of Mosul, and was finished on the 25th of 

Safar, 1217 A H 

The Ms m the collection of the late Ahmad Taimur 



Bnghfi (r~ jr) u JiAxlive l u utiild hT respects The first and the 

last, and most probably a fewmore intervening folios are miss- 
ing As the poems m this Ms are not arranged alphabetically, 
it is difficult to determine the number of missing folios It 
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CHAPTER I 

Introductory 

In preparing the text, I have made use of all the Mss 
extant m the Libraries of Oxford, Cairo and Rampur I have 
made the two Mss ( Marsh 236 and Sale 17 } of the Diwan in 
the Bodleian Library, the main basis of my text, as they 
happen to be the only tolerably correct copies available at 
present According to Brockelmann, there are altogether five 
Mss extant Besides the two already referred to, he mentions 
one in the Khedivial Library, Cairo, one in Mosul, and one m 
the State Library, Rampur The copy of the Diwan in the 
Khedivial Library is in reality a photo-copy of the Mosul Ms , 
supposed to have been lost after it was photographed During 
my stay at Cairo, I found another Ms of the Diwan m the 
collection of the late Ahmad Tamvur Basha which is housed at 
present in asecH^^^jf^fche^Cbediiaal Library, Cairo By the 
courtesy of the Librarian, I had access to this copy, the 
existence of which is not widely known, as it does not find a 
place in the published catalogue of the Library 

The Bodleian Ms Sale 17 (=^_) is the only complete copy 

that is arranged alphabetically, while the rest, with the excep- 
tion of the photo-copy, appear to be arranged on no principle 
that can be surmised, for they are neither ciironolugiLdJ uui 

divided according to the subject This Ms (£) was finished 

on the 23rd of Dhul-Qa'dah 1013 AH It is very neatly 
written but is not often free from errors The other 

Bodleian Ms (Marsh 236 = ^ ) was completed on the 15th of 



